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Did God create man or did man create God? In this book, Dianna Kenny examines religious belief through a
variety of perspectives – psychoanalytic, cognitive, neuropsychological, sociological, historical and
psychiatric – to provide a coherent account of why people might believe in God. She argues that
psychoanalytic theory provides a fertile and creative approach to the study of religion that attempts to
integrate religious belief with our innate human nature and developmental histories that have unfolded in the
context of our socialization and cultural experiences. Freud argued that religion is so compelling because it
solves the problems of our existence. It explains the origin of the universe, offers solace and protection from
evil, and provides a blueprint about how we should live our lives, with just rewards for the righteous and due
punishments for sinners and transgressors. Science, on the other hand, offers no such explanations about the
universe or the meaning of our lives and no comfort for the unanswered longings of the human race.

Is religion a form of wish-fulfilment, a collective delusion to which we cling as we try to fathom our place
and purpose in the drama of cosmology? Can there be morality without faith? Are science and religion
radically incompatible? What are the roots of fundamentalism and terror theology?

These are some of the questions addressed in God, Freud and Religion, a book that will be of interest to
psychoanalysts, psychologists and psychotherapists, students of psychology, psychoanalysis, philosophy and
theology and all those with an interest in religion and human behaviour.

Dianna Kenny is Professor of Psychology at the University of Sydney, Australia. She is the author of over
200 publications, including six books.
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From reader reviews:

William Jewell:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but
the problems coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This God, Freud and
Religion: The origins of faith, fear and fundamentalism is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Anthony Brown:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually
more imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to
other folks. When you read this God, Freud and Religion: The origins of faith, fear and fundamentalism, you
can tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average,
make them reading a guide.

Patsy Phan:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a book. The book God, Freud and Religion: The origins of faith, fear and fundamentalism it is rather
good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this
book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.

Katherine Contreras:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. That God, Freud and Religion: The origins of faith, fear and
fundamentalism can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have factor that
they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have God, Freud and Religion: The



origins of faith, fear and fundamentalism.
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