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Edward J. Blakely has been called upon to help rebuild after some of the worst disasters in recent American
history, from the San Francisco Bay Area's 1989 Loma Prieta earthquake to the September 11 attacks in New
York. Yet none of these jobs compared to the challenges he faced in his appointment by New Orleans Mayor
Ray Nagin as Director of the Office of Recovery and Development Administration following Hurricane
Katrina.

In Katrina's wake, New Orleans and the Gulf Coast suffered a disaster of enormous proportions. Millions of
pounds of water crushed the basic infrastructure of the city. A land area six times the size of Manhattan was
flooded, destroying 200,000 homes and leaving most of New Orleans under water for 57 days. No American
city had sustained that amount of destruction since the Civil War. But beneath the statistics lies a deeper
truth: New Orleans had been in trouble well before the first levee broke, plagued with a declining population,
crumbling infrastructure, ineffective government, and a failed school system. Katrina only made these
existing problems worse. To Blakely, the challenge was not only to repair physical damage but also to
reshape a city with a broken economy and a racially divided, socially fractured community.

My Storm is a firsthand account of a critical sixteen months in the post-Katrina recovery process. It tells the
story of Blakely's endeavor to transform the shell of a cherished American city into a city that could not only
survive but thrive. He considers the recovery effort's successes and failures, candidly assessing the
challenges at hand and the work done—admitting that he sometimes stumbled, especially in managing press
relations. For Blakely, the story of the post-Katrina recovery contains lessons for all current and would-be
planners and policy makers. It is, perhaps, a cautionary tale.
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From reader reviews:

Noel Stevens:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed My Storm: Managing the
Recovery of New Orleans in the Wake of Katrina (The City in the Twenty-First Century)? Maybe it is to get
best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you
can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Rhonda Kirby:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this My
Storm: Managing the Recovery of New Orleans in the Wake of Katrina (The City in the Twenty-First
Century).

Elizabeth Morris:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be My Storm: Managing the Recovery of New Orleans in the
Wake of Katrina (The City in the Twenty-First Century) why because the excellent cover that make you
consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as
the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Shannon Thomas:

You can get this My Storm: Managing the Recovery of New Orleans in the Wake of Katrina (The City in the
Twenty-First Century) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to
be your solve trouble if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not
only through written or printed and also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era similar
to now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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