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Returning to his native Chicago after World War II, Nelson Algren found a city transformed. The flourishing
industry, culture, and literature that had placed prewar Chicago at center stage in American life were entering
a time of crisis. The middle class and economic opportunity were leaving the inner city, and Black
Southerners arriving in Chicago found themselves increasingly estranged from the nation's economic and
cultural resources. For Algren, Chicago was becoming "an October sort of city even in the spring," and as
Carlo Rotella demonstrates, this metaphorical landscape of fall led Algren and others to forge a literary form
that traced the American city's transformation. Narratives of decline, like the complementary narratives of
black migration and inner-city life written by Claude Brown and Gwendolyn Brooks, became building
blocks of the postindustrial urban literature.

October Cities examines these narratives as they played out in Chicago, Philadelphia, and Manhattan.
Through the work of Algren, Brown, Brooks, and other urban writers, Rotella explores the relationship of
this new literature to the cities it draws upon for inspiration. The stories told are of neighborhoods and
families molded by dramatic urban transformation on a grand scale with vast movements of capital and
people, racial succession, and an intensely changing urban landscape.
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From reader reviews:

Dale Burt:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you that October Cities: The
Redevelopment of Urban Literature book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater
than just a book.

Sue Eldred:

This book untitled October Cities: The Redevelopment of Urban Literature to be one of several books this
best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will
easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher with this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Randall Wilmes:

The e-book untitled October Cities: The Redevelopment of Urban Literature is the publication that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article
writer was did a lot of research when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you
personally is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of October Cities: The Redevelopment of
Urban Literature from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

John Montes:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book October Cities: The Redevelopment of Urban
Literature was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book October Cities: The
Redevelopment of Urban Literature has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example
Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all
of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best
book for you personally and try to like reading this.
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