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In a major new book, Lucian Pye reconceptualizes Asian political development as a product of cultural
attitudes about power and authority. He contrasts the great traditions of Confucian East Asia with the
Southeast Asian cultures and the South Asian traditions of Hinduism and Islam, and explores the national
differences within these larger civilizations.

Breaking with modern political theory, Pye believes that power differs profoundly from one culture to
another. In Asia the masses of the people are group-oriented and respectful of authority, while their leaders
are more concerned with dignity and upholding collective pride than with problem-solving. As culture
decides the course of political development, Pye shows how Asian societies, confronted with the task of
setting up modern nation-states, respond by fashioning paternalistic forms of power that satisfy their deep
psychological craving for security. This new paternalism may appear essentially authoritarian to Western
eyes, but Pye maintains that it is a valid response to the people's needs and will ensure community solidarity
and strong group loyalties. He predicts that we are certain to see emerging from Asia's accelerating
transformation some new version of modern society that may avoid many of the forms of tension common to
Western civilization but may also produce a whole new set of problems.

This book revitalizes Asian political studies on a plane that comprehends the large differences between Asia
and the West and at the same time is sensitive to the subtle variations among the many Asian cultures. Its
comparative perspective will provide indispensable insights to anyone who wishes to think more deeply
about the modern Asian states.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Wright:

With other case, little persons like to read book Asian Power and Politics. You can choose the best book if
you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any book Asian Power and
Politics. You can add information and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely
right, mainly because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign or
abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we
can easily open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you
feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Micheal McDonough:

The book Asian Power and Politics gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to
make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting pressure or having
big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book Asian Power and Politics to become
your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about some
or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like start and read a guide Asian Power and Politics.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you
think about this e-book?

Ezra Talbott:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you that Asian Power and Politics book
as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

John Razo:

The reserve with title Asian Power and Politics posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can
get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new know-how the information that exist in this e-book
represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can
read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.
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