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Is there a morality that shows us how to survive as a humane community? Can we know what God expects
of the human family? Is there a morality for ordinary people?

In this book, the author of Sex for Christians and Love within Limits explores the way to moral sanity amid
the confusions and crises of contemporary life. We do not, says Smedes, have a "moral map" to mark out the
details of our route in advance, but neither are we left to grope and improvise at every step.

The focus of Smedes's study is the commandments -- in particular those five of the Ten Commandments
which call us to respect other persons: "Honor your father and mother"; "You shall not kill"; "You shall not
commit adultery"; "You shall not steal"; "You shall not bear false witness." Each of these commandments
pinpoints the moral nucleus of one sector of life in community -- family, marriage, property, communication,
and the preservation of life itself.

Using these commandments as a basis, Smedes asks three questions: What does God command us to do?
Why does he command this? And how can we obey this in the ambiguities and conflicts of real life?

Smedes answers the first question by extracting the simple meaning of the commands. He probes answers to
the second question -- why? -- on the premise that a reasonable Creator commands his creatures only to be
what they are and to act in ways that fit their nature as human beings in community. "Moral norms are not
alien," claims Smedes, "they conform to our being."

It is in answering how to obey these commandments in ordinary life that Smedes moves from the ancient
words at Sinai to the troubled twentieth-century context in which we live. This is not always an easy task.
The commandment may signal a clear moral direction, but determining whether and how its absolute fits into
each new situation will require patient common sense, tough-minded reason, and devout faith. Such painful
struggles, for which Smedes provides eloquent guidance are at the core of responsible moral living.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Boyer:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Mere Morality: What God Expects from Ordinary People. Try to face
the book Mere Morality: What God Expects from Ordinary People as your close friend. It means that it can
to become your friend when you experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the
past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more confidence because you can know
every thing by the book. So , let us make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Susan Jun:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled Mere Morality:
What God Expects from Ordinary People? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand beside
you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have other opinion?

James Buscher:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the reserve untitled Mere Morality: What God Expects from Ordinary People can
be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Jerry Melgar:

Beside that Mere Morality: What God Expects from Ordinary People in your phone, it may give you a way
to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is
fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good
thing to have Mere Morality: What God Expects from Ordinary People because this book offers to you
readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's interesting features of.
Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book and also
read it from today!
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