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The 1920s and 30s were key decades for the history of American social science. The success of such
quantitative disciplines as economics and psychology during World War I forced social scientists to
reexamine their methods and practices and to consider recasting their field as a more objective science
separated from its historical foundation in social reform. The debate that ensued, fiercely conducted in
books, articles, correspondence, and even presidential addresses, made its way into every aspect of social
science thought of the period and is the subject of this book.
Mark C. Smith first provides a historical overview of the controversy over the nature and future of the social
sciences in early twentieth-century America and, then through a series of intellectual biographies, offers an
intensive study of the work and lives of major figures who participated in this debate. Using an extensive
range of materials, from published sources to manuscript collections, Smith examines
"objectivists"—economist Wesley Mitchell and political scientist Charles Merriam—and the more
"purposive thinkers"—historian Charles Beard, sociologist Robert Lynd, and political scientist and neo-
Freudian Harold Lasswell. He shows how the debate over objectivity and social purpose was central to their
professional and personal lives as well as to an understanding of American social science between the two
world wars. These biographies bring to vivid life a contentious moment in American intellectual history and
reveal its significance in the shaping of social science in this country.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Smith:

The book Social Science in the Crucible: The American Debate over Objectivity and Purpose, 1918-1941
can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we
leave a very important thing like a book Social Science in the Crucible: The American Debate over
Objectivity and Purpose, 1918-1941? Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim
which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book
Social Science in the Crucible: The American Debate over Objectivity and Purpose, 1918-1941 has simple
shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by
start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Victor Loy:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Social Science in the Crucible: The
American Debate over Objectivity and Purpose, 1918-1941 is simple to deliver you can read it in the park
your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can
buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Gerald McMullen:

This Social Science in the Crucible: The American Debate over Objectivity and Purpose, 1918-1941 is brand
new way for you who has interest to look for some information given it relief your hunger of information.
Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in
reading this Social Science in the Crucible: The American Debate over Objectivity and Purpose, 1918-1941
can be the light food for you because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of
anyone. These books build itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact
form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So
there isn't any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should
be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.

Valerie Beauchamp:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Social Science in the Crucible: The American
Debate over Objectivity and Purpose, 1918-1941 was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As
we know that book Social Science in the Crucible: The American Debate over Objectivity and Purpose,
1918-1941 has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation
company Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually
make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you and try to



like reading which.
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