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8220;The Contrast 8220;, which premiered at New York City's John Street Theater in 1787, was the first
American play performed in public by a professional theater company. The play, written by New England
born, Harvard educated, Royall Tyler was timely, funny, and extremely popular. When the play appeared in
print in 1790, George Washington himself appeared at the head of its list of hundreds of
subscribers.Reprinted here with annotated footnotes by historian Cynthia A. Kierner, Tyler 8217;s play
explores the debate over manners, morals, and cultural authority in the decades following American
Revolution. Did the American colonists' rejection of monarchy in 1776 mean they should abolish all
European social traditions and hierarchies? What sorts of etiquette, amusements, and fashions were
appropriate and beneficial? Most important, to be a nation, did Americans need to distinguish themselves
from Europeans 8212;and, if so, how? Tyler was not the only American pondering these questions, and
Kierner situates the play in its broader historical and cultural contexts. An extensive introduction provides
readers with a background on life and politics in the United States in 1787, when Americans were in the
midst of nation-building. The book also features a section with selections from contemporary letters, essays,
novels, conduct books, and public documents, which debate issues of the era.
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From reader reviews:

Alice Hill:

Often the book The Contrast has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The
book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book.
This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Betty Borgen:

Precisely why? Because this The Contrast is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you
to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic
author who all write the book in such amazing way makes the content on the inside easier to understand,
entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects than
the other book include such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still
want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Nancy Brown:

The Contrast can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away
because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit
entertaining however delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into
delight arrangement in writing The Contrast yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest
and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can
certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Kurt Bohnert:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book The Contrast to make your personal reading is
interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you including reading. Try to choose
basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be
1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and read it. Beside that the reserve The Contrast can to be your
brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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