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Peadar O'Donnell became involved in Irish Republicanism through his initial involvement in socialism, as an
organiser for the ITGWU. When he was unsuccessful in establishing a branch of the Irish Citizen Army in
Derry he joined the IRA and led Guerilla activities in Donegal and Derry during the War of Independence.

He was firmly opposed to the treaty signed at the end of the war and wrote 'The middle class was getting all
they wanted, namely the transfer of patronage from Dublin Castle to the Irish parliament. The mere control
of patronage did not seem to me sufficient reason for the struggle we had been through.' He was a member of
the executive of the anti-treaty IRA, and was in the Four Courts when it was attacked by the Free State
forces. He was arrested shortly afterwards and was involved in organising a hunger strike among the anti-
treaty Republicans which lasted 41 days. It was while in prison that he began writing 'to escape the bare
walls of the prison cell' and this is a story of prison life in the midst of Civil War in Ireland that combines
glimpses of humour with moments of tragic poignancy as he describes games of handball and bridge with
men who faced the firing squad withing twenty-four hours.

O'Donnell was one of the last survivors of the Independece struggle in Ireland, retaining his radicalism and
idealism right up to his death in 1986 at the age of 93.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Frigo:

The book The Gates Flew Open: Peader O'Donnell and the Irish Struggle for Independence can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the
great thing like a book The Gates Flew Open: Peader O'Donnell and the Irish Struggle for Independence?
Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many details for
us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take
for that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Gates Flew Open: Peader
O'Donnell and the Irish Struggle for Independence has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

John Herrera:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline The Gates
Flew Open: Peader O'Donnell and the Irish Struggle for Independence suitable to you? The particular book
was written by famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Gates Flew Open: Peader O'Donnell
and the Irish Struggle for Independenceis one of several books in which everyone read now. This book was
inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you
ever know before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
know the core of this book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So that you
can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Rachel Addison:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled The
Gates Flew Open: Peader O'Donnell and the Irish Struggle for Independence your brain will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your
mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The The Gates Flew Open: Peader O'Donnell and the Irish
Struggle for Independence giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving
you useful data for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is
your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you
want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Candace Hernandez:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books in



the top list in your reading list will be The Gates Flew Open: Peader O'Donnell and the Irish Struggle for
Independence. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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