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Of the tens of thousands of books exploring virtually every aspect of the Civil War, surprisingly little has
been said about what was in fact the determining factor in the outcome of the conflict: differences in Union
and Southern strategy.
In The Grand Design, Donald Stoker provides a comprehensive and often surprising account of strategy as it
evolved between Fort Sumter and Appomattox. Reminding us that strategy is different from tactics
(battlefield deployments) and operations (campaigns conducted in pursuit of a strategy), Stoker examines
how Abraham Lincoln and Jefferson Davis identified their political goals and worked with their generals to
craft the military means to achieve them--or how they often failed to do so. Stoker shows that Davis, despite
a West Point education and experience as Secretary of War, failed as a strategist by losing control of the
political side of the war. His invasion of Kentucky was a turning point that shifted the loyalties and vast
resources of the border states to the Union. Lincoln, in contrast, evolved a clear strategic vision, but he failed
for years to make his generals implement it. At the level of generalship, Stoker notes that Robert E. Lee
correctly determined the Union's center of gravity, but proved mistaken in his assessment of how to destroy
it. Stoker also presents evidence that the Union could have won the war in 1862, had it followed the grand
plan of the much-derided general, George B. McClellan.
Arguing that the North's advantages in population and industry did not ensure certain victory, Stoker
reasserts the centrality of the overarching military ideas--the strategy--on each side, showing how strategy
determined the war's outcome.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Gambino:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Grand Design: Strategy and the U.S. Civil War. Try to
the actual book The Grand Design: Strategy and the U.S. Civil War as your good friend. It means that it can
to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past.
Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you more confidence because you can know
every little thing by the book. So , let us make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Betty Blake:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book The Grand Design: Strategy and the U.S.
Civil War will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about almost
everything. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not make you
fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suited book with you?

Michael Clark:

The book The Grand Design: Strategy and the U.S. Civil War can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book The Grand Design: Strategy and
the U.S. Civil War? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many
facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that
you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Grand Design:
Strategy and the U.S. Civil War has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you.
You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Patricia Ramirez:

Why? Because this The Grand Design: Strategy and the U.S. Civil War is an unordinary book that the inside
of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading
this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes the content on
the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good
for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So ,
still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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