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Nearly twenty years after its original publication, The Idea of Private Law is widely recognized as a seminal
contribution to legal philosophy, and one of the leading attempts to explain and justify the moral foundations
of private law. Rejecting the functionalism popular among legal scholars, Ernest Weinrib advances the
provocative idea that private law is an autonomous and non-instrumental moral practice, with its own
structure and rationality. Weinrib
draws on Kant and Aristotle to set out an approach to private law that repudiates the identification of law
with politics or economics. Weinrib argues that private law is to be understood not as a mechanism for
promoting efficiency but as a juridical enterprise in which coherent public reason elaborates the
norms implicit in the parties' interaction.

Private law, Weinrib tells us, embodies a special morality that links the doer and the sufferer of harm.
Weinrib elucidates the standpoint internal to this morality, in opposition to functionalists, who view private
law as an instrument in the service of external and independently justifiable goals. After establishing the
inadequacy of functionalist approaches, Weinrib traces the implications of the formalism he proposes for our
ideas of the structure, coherence, and normative grounding of
private law. Furthermore, the author shows how this formalism manifests itself in the leading doctrines of
private law liability. Finally, he describes the public but non-political role of the courts in articulating the
special morality of private law.

This revised edition makes accessible one of the major works of modern legal theory. It includes a new
introduction by the author, looking back at the work, its origins, and its aspirations.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Burton:

The book The Idea of Private Law make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your
capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem
together with your subject. If you can make studying a book The Idea of Private Law for being your habit,
you can get a lot more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or
all subjects. You may know everything if you like start and read a reserve The Idea of Private Law. Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about
this guide?

Paula Mendoza:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Idea of Private Law book is readable by you who hate
those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without
leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer associated with The Idea of Private
Law content conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not
different in the written content but it just different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking The Idea
of Private Law is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Anthony Davidson:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the information
or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you looking
at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this The Idea of
Private Law, it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge
can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Christopher Walker:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Idea of Private Law which is
obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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