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In his brilliant introduction on the Mishnah, Jacob Neusner asks:
How do you read a book that does not identify its author, tell you where it comes from, or explain why it was
written – a book without a preface? And how do you identify a book with neither a beginning nor end,
lacking table of contents and title? The answer is you just begin and let the author of the book lead you by
paying attention to the information that the author does give, to the signals that the writer sets out.
As Neusner goes on to explain, the Mishnah portrays the world in a special way, in a kind of code that makes
it a difficult work for the modern reader to understand. Without knowing how to decode the Mishnah, we
may read its works without receiving its message.
Neusner, one of the world’s foremost Mishnaic scholars, demonstrated that the Mishnah’s own internal logic
and structure form a solid foundation on which to build an understanding of this vitally important Jewish
work. Using examples of how the Mishnah’s language, logic, and discourse associate and categorize
behaviors, events, and objects, Neusner opens the Mishnah to readers who would not otherwise be able to
grasp its most fundamental concepts.
Since the Mishnah forms the basis of both the Babylonian and the Palestinian Talmuds (which are, in
Neusner’s elegant terms, “the core curriculum of Judaism as a living religion”), study of the Mishnah is
essential to an understanding of Judaism. Drawing on his own new translation of the Mishnah and displaying
the enthusiastic dedication that has sparked a whole new body of Mishnaic research, Neusner allows readers
with no previous background to join Jews who have studied, analyzed, and delighted in the wisdom of
Mishnah for centuries.
In addition to giving us a thorough exploration of the Mishnah’s language, contents, organization, and inner
logic, Neusner also provides us with a broad understanding of how it communicated its own world view – its
vision of both the concrete an spiritual worlds. The Mishnah: An Introduction gives us a tour of this sacred
Jewish text, shedding light on its many facets – from its view of life to its conception of God and His relation
to our world.
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From reader reviews:

Eleanor Yoo:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important normally. The book The Mishnah: An Introduction ended up being making
you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what
advantages for you. The reserve The Mishnah: An Introduction is not only giving you considerably more
new information but also to become your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your current
spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship using the book The Mishnah: An Introduction. You
never really feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Amy Petersen:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Mishnah: An Introduction is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in
this era.

James Snider:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all
day every day to reading a publication. The book The Mishnah: An Introduction it is extremely good to read.
There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the event
you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read
this book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Cherly Plaster:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is identified as of book
The Mishnah: An Introduction. Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it may add
your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about publication.
It can bring you from one location to other place.
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