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Pyrrhus Press specializes in bringing books long out of date back to life, allowing today’s readers access to
yesterday’s treasures.
This looks at some of the most important explorers and expeditions of the Age of Exploration. From the
foreword:
“At the very time the early explorers of New France were pressing from the east, westward, a tide of
adventure had set across Siberia and the Pacific from the west, eastward. Carrier and Champlain of New
France in the east have their counterparts and contemporaries on the Pacific coast of America in Francis
Drake, the English pirate on the coast of California, and in Staduchin and Deshneff and other Cossack
plunderers of the North Pacific, whose rickety keels first ploughed a furrow over the trackless sea out from
Asia. Marquette, Jolliet and La Salle—backed by the prestige of the French government are not unlike the
English navigators, Cook and Vancouver, sent out by the English Admiralty. Radisson, privateer and
adventurer, might find counterpart on the Pacific coast in either Gray, the discoverer of the Columbia, or
Ledyard, whose ill-fated, wildcat plans resulted in the Lewis and Clark expedition. Bering was
contemporaneous with La Vérendrye; and so the comparison might be carried on between Benyowsky, the
Polish pirate of the Pacific, or the Outlaw Hunters of Russia, and the famous buccaneers of the eastern
Spanish Main. The main point is—that both tides {viii} of adventure, from the east, westward, from the
west, eastward, met, and clashed, and finally coalesced in the great fur trade, that won the West.
The Spaniards of the Southwest—even when they extended their explorations into the Northwest—have not
been included in this volume, for the simple reason they would require a volume by themselves. Also, their
aims as explorers were always secondary to their aims as treasure hunters; and their main exploits were
confined to the Southwest. Other Pacific coast explorers, like La Pérouse, are not included here because they
were not, in the truest sense, discoverers, and their exploits really belong to the story of the fights among the
different fur companies, who came on the ground after the first adventurers.
In every case, reference has been to first sources, to the records left by the doers of the acts themselves, or
their contemporaries—some of the data in manuscript, some in print; but it may as well be frankly
acknowledged that all first sources have not been exhausted. To do so in the case of a single explorer, say
either Drake or Bering—would require a lifetime. For instance, there are in St. Petersburg some thirty
thousand folios on the Bering expedition to America. Probably only one person—a Danish professor—has
ever examined all of these; and the results of his investigations I have consulted. Also, there are in the State
Department, Washington, some hundred old log-books of the Russian hunters which {ix} have—as far as I
know—never been turned by a single hand, though I understand their outsides were looked at during the fur
seal controversy. The data on this era of adventure I have chiefly obtained from the works of Russian
archivists, published in French and English. To give a list of all authorities quoted would be impossible. On
Alaska alone, the least-known section of the Pacific coast, there is a bibliographical list of four thousand.
The better-known coast southward has equally voluminous records. Nor is such a list necessary. Nine-tenths
of it are made up of either descriptive works or purely scientific pamphlets; and of the remaining tenth, the
contents are obtained in undiluted condition by going directly to the first sources. A few of these first sources
are indicated in each section.” 
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Rector:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to a person is
you don't know what type you should start with. This Vikings of the Pacific is our recommendation to cause
you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Dolly Taylor:

Typically the book Vikings of the Pacific has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you
can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research
ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over
this book.

Stanley Hanson:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Vikings of the Pacific your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect
that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in
a book then become one type conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get before. The Vikings of
the Pacific giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful
facts for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body
and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do
you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Michael Vines:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This reserve Vikings of the Pacific was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time
to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has several feel when they reading any
book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern
era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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