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George C. Marshall once called him "the brains of the army." And yet General Lesley J. McNair (1883-
1944), a man so instrumental to America's military preparedness and Army modernization, remains little
known today, his papers purportedly lost, destroyed by his wife in her grief at his death in Normandy. This
book, the product of an abiding interest and painstaking research, restores the general Army Magazine calls
one of "Marshall's forgotten men" to his rightful place in American military history. Because McNair
contributed so substantially to America's war preparedness, this first complete account of his extensive and
varied career also leads to a reevaluation of U.S. Army effectiveness during WWII.

Born halfway between the Civil War and the dawn of the 20th century, Lesley McNair—"Whitey" by his
classmates for his blond hair—graduated 11th of 124 in West Point's class of 1904 and rose slowly through
the ranks like all officers in the early twentieth century. He was 31 when World War I erupted, 34 and a
junior officer when American troops prepared to join the fight. It was during this time, and in the interwar
period that followed the end of the First World War, that McNair's considerable influence on Army doctrine
and training, equipment development, unit organization, and combined arms fighting methods developed. By
looking at the whole of McNair's career—not just his service in WWII as chief of staff, General
Headquarters, 1940-1942, and then as commander, Army Ground Forces, 1942-1944—Calhoun reassesses
the evolution and extent of that influence during the war, as well as McNair's, and the Army's, wartime
performance. This in-depth study tracks the significantly positive impact of McNair's efforts in several
critical areas: advanced officer education; modernization, military innovation, and technological
development; the field-testing of doctrine; streamlining and pooling of assets for necessary efficiency;
arduous and realistic combat training; combined arms tactics; and an increasingly mechanized and mobile
force.

Because McNair served primarily in staff roles throughout his career and did not command combat
formations during WWII, his contribution has never received the attention given to more public—and
publicized—military exploits. In its detail and scope, this first full military biography reveals the unique and
valuable perspective McNair's generalship offers for the serious student of military history and leadership.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Mahan:

This General Lesley J. McNair: Unsung Architect of the U. S. Army book is not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is information inside this e-
book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will
get. This particular General Lesley J. McNair: Unsung Architect of the U. S. Army without we comprehend
teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry General
Lesley J. McNair: Unsung Architect of the U. S. Army can bring if you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This General
Lesley J. McNair: Unsung Architect of the U. S. Army having great arrangement in word and also layout, so
you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

William Petterson:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take General Lesley J. McNair: Unsung Architect of the
U. S. Army as your daily resource information.

Christina Ruiz:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This General Lesley J. McNair:
Unsung Architect of the U. S. Army is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well
as soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-
book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Karina McDermott:

Beside this particular General Lesley J. McNair: Unsung Architect of the U. S. Army in your phone, it may
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can
got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have General Lesley J. McNair: Unsung Architect of the U. S. Army because
this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get what it's interesting
features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot
be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book in
addition to read it from at this point!
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