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In this fascinating new biography of screen legend Joan Crawford, Charlotte Chandler draws on exclusive
and remarkably candid interviews with Crawford herself and with others who knew her, including first
husband Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., and Crawford's daughter Cathy. As a result, this biography is fresh and
revealing, a brand-new look at one of Hollywood's most acclaimed stars.

Joan Crawford was born Lucille LeSueur in San Antonio, Texas, in 1908 (as she always insisted, though
other sources disagreed). Her father abandoned the family, and her mother soon remarried; Lucille was now
known as Billie Cassin. Young Billie loved to dance and achieved her early success in silent films playing a
dancer. Her breakthrough role came in Our Dancing Daughters. Soon married to Hollywood royalty,
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. (who called her "Billie"), she was a star in her own right, playing opposite John
Barrymore and a stellar cast in M-G-M's Grand Hotel.

Crawford was cast opposite another young star, Clark Gable, in several films. They would sometimes play
lovers on screen -- and off as well. After her marriage to Fairbanks broke up, Crawford married actor
Franchot Tone. That marriage soon began to show strains, and Crawford was sometimes seen riding with
Spencer Tracy, who gave her a horse she named Secret. Crawford left M-G-M for Warners, and around the
time she married her third husband, Phillip Terry, she won her Oscar for best actress (one of three times she
was nominated) in Mildred Pierce. But by the 1950s the film roles dried up. Crawford and Terry had
divorced, and Crawford married her fourth husband, Pepsi-Cola executive Alfred Steele. In 1962, she and
longtime cinematic rival Bette Davis staged a brief comeback in the macabre but commercial What Ever
Happened to Baby Jane? Following Steele's death, Crawford became a director of Pepsi- Cola while she
continued raising her four adopted children. Although her daughter Christina would publish the scathing
memoir Mommie Dearest after Crawford's death, Chandler offers a contrasting portrait of Crawford, drawing
in part on reminiscences of younger daughter Cathy among others.

Not the Girl Next Door is perhaps Charlotte Chandler's finest Hollywood biography yet, an intimate portrait
of a great star who was beautiful, talented, glamorous, and surprisingly vulnerable.
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From reader reviews:

Araceli Burns:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book Not the Girl Next Door: Joan
Crawford, a Personal Biography. All type of book is it possible to see on many methods. You can look for
the internet solutions or other social media.

Jody Watson:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
because just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular Not the Girl Next Door:
Joan Crawford, a Personal Biography to read.

Beatrice Flanagan:

This Not the Girl Next Door: Joan Crawford, a Personal Biography book is just not ordinary book, you have
it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely information inside
this reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information
you will get. This kind of Not the Girl Next Door: Joan Crawford, a Personal Biography without we
comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry Not
the Girl Next Door: Joan Crawford, a Personal Biography can bring once you are and not make your bag
space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This
Not the Girl Next Door: Joan Crawford, a Personal Biography having great arrangement in word as well as
layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Anthony Jones:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Not the Girl Next Door: Joan Crawford, a Personal Biography, it is possible to tells your family, friends in



addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-
book.
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