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“Wood’s fascinating study of Vietnam veterans’ memoirs explores common themes and
representations—accurate and inaccurate—of soldiers’ wartime experiences and how these narratives
helped shape Americans’ collective memory of the war. This groundbreaking volume provides a
unique perspective on America’s most divisive military conflict since the Civil War.” —Kenneth L.
Kusmer, author of Down and Out, on the Road: The Homeless in American History

In the decades since the Vietnam War, veteran memoirs have influenced Americans’ understanding of the
conflict. Yet few historians or literary scholars have scrutinized how the genre has shaped the nation’s
collective memory of the war and its aftermath. Instead, veterans’ accounts are mined for colorful quotes and
then dropped from public discourse; are accepted as factual sources with little attention to how memory, no
matter how authentic, can diverge from events; or are not contextualized in terms of the race, gender, or class
of the narrators.

Veteran Narratives and the Collective Memory of the Vietnam War is a landmark study of the cultural
heritage of the war in Vietnam as presented through the experience of its American participants. Crossing
disciplinary borders in ways rarely attempted by historians, John A. Wood unearths truths embedded in the
memoirists’ treatments of combat, the Vietnamese people, race relations in the United States military, male-
female relationships in the war zone, and veterans’ postwar troubles. He also examines the publishing
industry’s influence on collective memory, discussing, for example, the tendency of publishers and reviewers
to privilege memoirs critical of the war. Veteran Narratives is a significant and original addition to the
literature on Vietnam veterans and the conflict as a whole.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Grove:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Veteran Narratives and the Collective Memory of the Vietnam War (War
and Society in North America) book is readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find
the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving actually decrease the
knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of Veteran Narratives and the Collective Memory of the
Vietnam War (War and Society in North America) content conveys the thought easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different by means of it. So
, do you still thinking Veteran Narratives and the Collective Memory of the Vietnam War (War and Society
in North America) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Adam Jones:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you read,
if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one along
with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Veteran Narratives and the Collective
Memory of the Vietnam War (War and Society in North America) is kind of publication which is giving the
reader unpredictable experience.

Bruce Healy:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Veteran Narratives and the Collective
Memory of the Vietnam War (War and Society in North America) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A
fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Marie Walsh:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. Within this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of the
Veteran Narratives and the Collective Memory of the Vietnam War (War and Society in North America)
when you needed it?
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