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This book traces the origins and development of the Arabic grammatical marker š/š?, which is found in
interrogatives, negators, and indefinite determiners over a broad dialect area that stretches from the southern
Levant to North Africa and includes dialects of Yemen and Oman. David Wilmsen draws on data from old
vernacular Arabic texts and from a variety of Arabic dialects, and shows that, contrary to much of the
literature on the diachrony
of this morpheme, š/š? does not derive from Arabic šay 'thing'. Instead, he argues that it dates back to a pre-
Arabic stage of West Semitic and probably has its origins in a Semitic demonstrative pronoun. On this
theory, Arabic šay could in fact derive from š/š?,
and not vice versa.

The book demonstrates the significance of the Arabic dialects in understanding the history of Arabic and the
Semitic languages, and claims that modern Arabic dialects could not have developed from Classical Arabic.
It will be of interest to historical linguists of all persuasions from graduate level upwards, particularly all
those working on Arabic and other Semitic languages.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Woodyard:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Arabic Indefinites,
Interrogatives, and Negators: A Linguistic History of Western Dialects (Oxford Studies in Diachronic and
Historical Linguistics) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world better then how they
react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of
you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you
could pick Arabic Indefinites, Interrogatives, and Negators: A Linguistic History of Western Dialects
(Oxford Studies in Diachronic and Historical Linguistics) become your current starter.

Anna Brooks:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Arabic Indefinites, Interrogatives,
and Negators: A Linguistic History of Western Dialects (Oxford Studies in Diachronic and Historical
Linguistics) book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be understand
by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing
skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty Arabic Indefinites,
Interrogatives, and Negators: A Linguistic History of Western Dialects (Oxford Studies in Diachronic and
Historical Linguistics) as good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one publication
that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one
more sixth sense.

Raymond Hollander:

This Arabic Indefinites, Interrogatives, and Negators: A Linguistic History of Western Dialects (Oxford
Studies in Diachronic and Historical Linguistics) is great book for you because the content which is full of
information for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This specific
book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we can claim no rambling sentences in it. So if
you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Arabic Indefinites,
Interrogatives, and Negators: A Linguistic History of Western Dialects (Oxford Studies in Diachronic and
Historical Linguistics) in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this book
already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?



Jaclyn Utecht:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Arabic Indefinites, Interrogatives, and
Negators: A Linguistic History of Western Dialects (Oxford Studies in Diachronic and Historical
Linguistics) can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have thing that they
don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more
than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We should have Arabic Indefinites,
Interrogatives, and Negators: A Linguistic History of Western Dialects (Oxford Studies in Diachronic and
Historical Linguistics).
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