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This book is an exploration of the syntax of external arguments in transitivity alternations from a cross-
linguistic perspective. It focuses particularly on the causative/anticausative alternation, which the authors
take to be a Voice alternation, and the formation of adjectival participles. The authors use data principally
from English, German, and Greek to demonstrate that the presence of anticausative morphology does not
have any truth-conditional effects, but
that marked anticausatives involve more structure than their unmarked counterparts. This morphology is
therefore argued to be associated with a semantically inert Voice head that the authors call 'expletive Voice'.
The authors also propose that passive formation is not identical across languages, and
that the distinction between target vs. result state participles is crucial in understanding the contribution of
Voice in adjectival passives.

The book provides the tools required to investigate the morphosyntactic structure of verbs and participles,
and to identify the properties of verbal alternations across languages. It will be of interest to theoretical
linguists from graduate level upwards, particularly those specializing in morphosyntax and typology.
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From reader reviews:

Vincent Overly:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed External
Arguments in Transitivity Alternations: A Layering Approach (Oxford Studies in Theoretical Linguistics)?
Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time using your
favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Jean Gaskin:

The reserve with title External Arguments in Transitivity Alternations: A Layering Approach (Oxford
Studies in Theoretical Linguistics) posesses a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of
advantage after read this book. This book exist new information the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You can
read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Marilyn Chambers:

The book External Arguments in Transitivity Alternations: A Layering Approach (Oxford Studies in
Theoretical Linguistics) has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book
was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. That book
very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Dixie Jones:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is actually External Arguments in Transitivity Alternations: A Layering Approach (Oxford Studies in
Theoretical Linguistics).
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