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How are martyrs made, and how do the memories of martyrs express, nourish, and mold the ideals of the
community? Sanctifying the Name of God wrestles with these questions against the background of the
massacres of Jews in the Rhineland during the outbreak of the First Crusade. Marking the first extensive
wave of anti-Jewish violence in medieval Christian Europe, these "Persecutions of 1096" exerted a profound
influence on the course of European Jewish history.

When the crusaders demanded that Jews choose between Christianity and death, many opted for baptism.
Many others, however, chose to die as Jews rather than to live as Christians, and of these, many actually
inflicted death upon themselves and their loved ones. Stories of their self-sacrifice ushered the Jewish ideal
of martyrdom—kiddush ha-Shem, the sanctification of God's holy name—into a new phase, conditioning the
collective memory and mindset of Ashkenazic Jewry for centuries to come, during the Holocaust, and even
today.

The Jewish survivors of 1096 memorialized the victims as martyrs as they rebuilt their communities during
the decades following the Crusade. Three twelfth-century Hebrew chronicles of the persecutions preserve
their memories of martyrdom and self-sacrifice, tales fraught with symbolic meaning that constitute one of
the earliest Jewish attempts at local, contemporary historiography. Reading and analyzing these stories
through the prism of Jewish and Christian religious and literary traditions, Jeremy Cohen shows how these
persecution chronicles reveal much more about the storytellers, the martyrologists, than about the martyrs
themselves. While they extol the glorious heroism of the martyrs, they also air the doubts, guilt, and conflicts
of those who, by submitting temporarily to the Christian crusaders, survived.
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From reader reviews:

James Shipp:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this specific aren't like that. This Sanctifying the Name of God: Jewish Martyrs and Jewish
Memories of the First Crusade (Jewish Culture and Contexts) book is readable simply by you who hate those
straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience
without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of Sanctifying the
Name of God: Jewish Martyrs and Jewish Memories of the First Crusade (Jewish Culture and Contexts)
content conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Sanctifying the Name of God:
Jewish Martyrs and Jewish Memories of the First Crusade (Jewish Culture and Contexts) is not loveable to
be your top listing reading book?

Sandra Leggett:

This book untitled Sanctifying the Name of God: Jewish Martyrs and Jewish Memories of the First Crusade
(Jewish Culture and Contexts) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that is because when
you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book
retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you
more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your
requirements to past this book from your list.

Louise Suttle:

Typically the book Sanctifying the Name of God: Jewish Martyrs and Jewish Memories of the First Crusade
(Jewish Culture and Contexts) will bring someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The author
style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to
you. The book Sanctifying the Name of God: Jewish Martyrs and Jewish Memories of the First Crusade
(Jewish Culture and Contexts) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Michael Mantz:

The reason? Because this Sanctifying the Name of God: Jewish Martyrs and Jewish Memories of the First
Crusade (Jewish Culture and Contexts) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to
snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic
author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside easier to understand,
entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having
this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book
possess such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone



having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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