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The image of the movie-obsessed gay man is a widely circulating and readily recognizable element of the
contemporary cultural landscape. Using psychoanalytic theory as his guide while inflecting it with insights
from both film theory and queer theory, Brett Farmer moves beyond this cliché to develop an innovative
exploration of gay spectatorship. The result, Spectacular Passions, reveals how cinema has been engaged by
gay men as a vital forum for “fantasmatic performance”—in this case, the production of specifically queer
identities, practices, and pleasures.
Building on the psychoanalytic concept of the fantasmatic, Farmer works to depathologize gay male
subjectivity. While discussing such films as Kiss of the Spider Woman, The Pirate, Suddenly Last Summer,
and Sunset Boulevard, and stars ranging from Mae West to Montgomery Clift, Farmer argues that the
particularities of gay men’s social and psychic positionings motivate unique receptions of and investments in
film. The Hollywood musical, gay camp readings of the extravagant female star, and the explicit
homoeroticism of the cinematic male body in gay fanzines are further proof, says Farmer, of how the shifting
libidinal profiles of homosexual desire interact with the fantasy scenarios of Hollywood film to produce a
range of variable queer meanings.
This fascinating and provocative study makes a significant new contribution to discussions of cinema,
spectatorship, and sexuality. As such, it will be welcomed by those in the fields of film theory, queer theory,
and cultural studies.
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From reader reviews:

Tina Brookins:

The book Spectacular Passions: Cinema, Fantasy, Gay Male Spectatorships can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a book
Spectacular Passions: Cinema, Fantasy, Gay Male Spectatorships? Several of you have a different opinion
about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try
to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each
other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Spectacular Passions: Cinema, Fantasy, Gay Male
Spectatorships has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Patricia Smith:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. For you who
want to start reading the book, we give you that Spectacular Passions: Cinema, Fantasy, Gay Male
Spectatorships book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

Janelle Coe:

Here thing why this Spectacular Passions: Cinema, Fantasy, Gay Male Spectatorships are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb
ports which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Spectacular Passions: Cinema, Fantasy, Gay Male
Spectatorships giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve out there but
there is no publication that similar with Spectacular Passions: Cinema, Fantasy, Gay Male Spectatorships. It
gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that will happened in the world
which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or
even in your means home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the branded book
maybe the form of Spectacular Passions: Cinema, Fantasy, Gay Male Spectatorships in e-book can be your
choice.

Nelson McNamee:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to



reading a reserve. The book Spectacular Passions: Cinema, Fantasy, Gay Male Spectatorships it is extremely
good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying
reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book.
You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this
book possesses high quality.
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