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Alternating between nineteenth-century England and present-day New York, this is the story of renowned
British painter J. M. W. Turner and his circle of patrons and lovers. It is also the story of Henry Leiden, a
middle-aged family man with a troubled marriage and a dead-end job, who finds his life transformed by his
discovery of Turner’s The Center of the World, a mesmerizing and unsettling painting of Helen of Troy that
was thought to have been lost forever.
 
This painting has such devastating erotic power that it was kept hidden for almost two centuries, and was
even said to have been destroyed...until Henry stumbles upon it in a secret compartment at his summer home
in the Adirondacks. Though he knows it is an object of immense value, the thought of parting with it is
unbearable: Henry is transfixed by its revelation of a whole other world, one of transcendent light, joy, and
possibility.
 
Back in the nineteenth century, Turner struggles to create The Center of the World, his greatest painting, but
a painting unlike anything he (or anyone else) has ever attempted. We meet his patron, Lord Egremont, an
aristocrat in whose palatial home Turner talks freely about his art and his beliefs. We also meet Elizabeth
Spencer, Egremont’s mistress and Turner’s muse, the model for his Helen. Meanwhile, in the present, Henry
is relentlessly trailed by an unscrupulous art dealer determined to get his hands on the painting at any cost.
Filled with sex, beauty, and love (of all kinds), this richly textured novel explores the intersection between
art and eroticism.
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From reader reviews:

Brandon Harmon:

This book untitled The Center of the World to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that's
because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the
book retail store or you can order it via online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your
requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Dave Thomas:

The publication with title The Center of the World contains a lot of information that you can find out it. You
can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new understanding the information that exist
in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the internationalization. You can read
the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Irma Huges:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon. The
The Center of the World offer you a new experience in looking at a book.

James Weil:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This e-book The Center of the World was filled with regards to science. Spend your
time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several feel when they
reading a new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the
modern era like at this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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