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In Basic Linguistic Theory R. M. W. Dixon provides a new and fundamental characterization of the nature of
human languages and a comprehensive guide to their description and analysis. In three clearly written and
accessible volumes, he describes how best to go about doing linguistics, the most satisfactory and profitable
ways to work, and the pitfalls to avoid. In the first volume he addresses the methodology for recording,
analysing, and comparing languages. He argues that grammatical structures and rules should be worked out
inductively on the basis of evidence, explaining in detail the steps by which an attested grammar and lexicon
can built up from observed utterances. He shows how the grammars and words of one language may be
compared to others of the same or different families, explains the methods involved in cross-linguistic
parametric analyses, and describes how to interpret the results. Volume 2 and volume 3 (to be published in
2011) offer in-depth tours of underlying principles of grammatical organization, as well as many of the facts
of grammatical variation. 'The task of the linguist,' Professor Dixon writes, 'is to explain the nature of human
languages - each viewed as an integrated system - together with an explanation of why each language is the
way it is, allied to the further scientific pursuits of prediction and evaluation.'

Basic Linguistic Theory is the triumphant outcome of a lifetime's thinking about every aspect and
manifestation of language and immersion in linguistic fieldwork. It is a one-stop text for undergraduate and
graduate students of linguistics, as well as for those in neighbouring disciplines, such as psychology and
anthropology.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Jackson:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Next to
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Basic Linguistic Theory Volume 2: Grammatical
Topics will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make
you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Jessie Loudermilk:

The actual book Basic Linguistic Theory Volume 2: Grammatical Topics will bring someone to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new
book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book Basic Linguistic Theory Volume 2: Grammatical
Topics is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can
quicker to read the book.

Yolanda Nitta:

The book untitled Basic Linguistic Theory Volume 2: Grammatical Topics contain a lot of information on
that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very straightforward all the
people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author.
The author gives you in the new age of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read
more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation
you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice
examine.

Melissa Cox:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real their
hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Basic Linguistic Theory Volume 2: Grammatical Topics can make you
truly feel more interested to read.
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