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Charity is an economic act. This premise underlies a societal transformation—the merging of religious and
capitalist impulses that Mona Atia calls “pious neoliberalism.” Though the phenomenon spans religious
lines, Atia makes the connection between Islam and capitalism to examine the surprising relations between
charity and the economy, the state, and religion in the transition from Mubarak-era Egypt.

Mapping the landscape of charity and development in Egypt, Building a House in Heaven reveals the factors
that changed the nature of Egyptian charitable practices—the state’s intervention in social care and religion,
an Islamic revival, intensified economic pressures on the poor, and the subsequent emergence of the private
sector as a critical actor in development. She shows how, when individuals from Egypt’s private sector felt it
necessary to address poverty, they sought to make Islamic charities work as engines of development, a
practice that changed the function of charity from distributing goods to empowering the poor. Drawing on
interviews with key players, Atia explores the geography of Islamic charities through multiple
neighborhoods, ideologies, sources of funding, projects, and wide social networks. Her work shifts between
absorbing ethnographic stories of specific organizations and reflections on the patterns that appear across the
sector.

An enlightening look at the simultaneous neoliberalization of Islamic charity work and Islamization of
neoliberal development, the book also offers an insightful analysis of the political and socioeconomic
movements leading up to the uprisings that ended Mubarak’s rule and that amplified the importance of not
only the Muslim Brotherhood but also the broader forces of Islamic piety and charity.
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From reader reviews:

Whitney Obrien:

The book Building a House in Heaven: Pious Neoliberalism and Islamic Charity in Egypt (A Quadrant
Book) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good
thing like a book Building a House in Heaven: Pious Neoliberalism and Islamic Charity in Egypt (A
Quadrant Book)? A few of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that
you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Building a House in
Heaven: Pious Neoliberalism and Islamic Charity in Egypt (A Quadrant Book) has simple shape however
you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by open and read a e-
book. So it is very wonderful.

James Davis:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly
book entitled Building a House in Heaven: Pious Neoliberalism and Islamic Charity in Egypt (A Quadrant
Book) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown
for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one
type conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get previous to. The Building a House in
Heaven: Pious Neoliberalism and Islamic Charity in Egypt (A Quadrant Book) giving you a different
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful details for your better life within this
era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind are going to be
pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying
spare time activity?

Jeffrey Channell:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular
book that recommended to you is Building a House in Heaven: Pious Neoliberalism and Islamic Charity in
Egypt (A Quadrant Book) this guide consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now.
That book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to
explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when he makes this book.
That's why this book suited all of you.

Jeffry Yanez:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or



make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real their
interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Building a House in Heaven: Pious Neoliberalism and Islamic Charity in
Egypt (A Quadrant Book) can make you sense more interested to read.
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