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"They say that the eldest of the chief's daughters..." So begins a tale from the Basotho, unfolded by the
meager light of a dung fire that burns smokily behind the reed screen sheltering the entrance of the hut. The
old ones of the tribe wait until dark before telling their stories, for everyone knows horns will grow from the
head of one who tells a story during daylight hours. Tales from the Basotho abounds with elements familiar
to folk narrative. The heroes and heroines are the chiefs and their wives, their sons and their daughters.
Fantastic creatures frequent the narratives. exhibiting their awful powers.

Rustic peace and beauty pervade the stories, as Minnie Postma amply demonstrates in her versions of the
tales. Something fearful may be occurring—the dreaded Koeoko pulling the only son of the chief under
water—but, at the same time, girls with babies tied to their backs are searching for edible bulbs in the veld,
and an old woman dreams in the gentle sunlight in front of the huts.

These tales from the Basotho are for entertainment only. There is a tabu against telling tales while the sun
shines, because daylight hours must be saved for work. The telling itself is the· reason the story exists, for the
audience is already aware of the outcome of each tale. As Wm. Hugh Jansen emphasizes in his foreword,
"text" and "context" are often easily interpreted and made accessible in a translation, but Tales from the
Basotho is ultimately successful for its rendering of "texture." And texture is doubly hard to convey when the
telling itself is of primary importance. Minnie Postma and Susie McDermid have transferred the art of the
Basotho raconteur onto the printed page. All the simple, understandable formulas, exclamations, and
repetitions used so skillfully by the native storyteller are present. Rhythm is an important element in the
tales, and a word, a phrase, even a whole paragraph will be repeated until the rhythm satisfies the storyteller,
in tum increasing the appreciation of the listeners.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Rose:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Tales from the Basotho (American Folklore Society Memoir) book is
readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer
regarding Tales from the Basotho (American Folklore Society Memoir) content conveys the thought easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Tales from the Basotho (American Folklore Society
Memoir) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Peter Wright:

The book untitled Tales from the Basotho (American Folklore Society Memoir) is the publication that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The copy writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, therefore the information that they share to
you personally is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Tales from the Basotho (American
Folklore Society Memoir) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Rachel Louviere:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the e-book untitled Tales from the Basotho (American Folklore Society Memoir) can be good
book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Edward Sullivan:

Beside this particular Tales from the Basotho (American Folklore Society Memoir) in your phone, it may
give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might
got here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It
is good thing to have Tales from the Basotho (American Folklore Society Memoir) because this book offers
to you personally readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot
be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book
and also read it from now!
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