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A rich and significant collection of more than one hundred poems, drawn from a lifetime of “wild gratitude”
in poetry.

In poems chronicling insomnia (“the blue-rimmed edge / of outer dark, those crossroads / where we meet the
dead”), art and culture (poems on Edward Hopper and Paul Celan, love poems in the voices of Baudelaire
and Gertrude Stein, a meditation on two suitcases of children’s drawings that came out of the Terezin
concentration camp), and his own experience, including the powerful, frank self-examinations in his more
recent work, Edward Hirsch displays stunning range and quality. Repeatedly confronting the darkness, his
own sense of godlessness (“Forgive me, faith, for never having any”), he also struggles with the unlikely
presence of the divine, the power of art to redeem human transience, and the complexity of relationships.
Throughout the collection, his own life trajectory enriches the poems; he is the “skinny, long-beaked boy /
who perched in the branches of the old branch library,” as well as the passionate middle-aged man who tells
his lover, “I wish I could paint you— / . . . / I need a brush for your hard angles / and ferocious blues and
reds. / . . . / I wish I could paint you / from the waist down.”

Grieving for the losses occasioned by our mortality, Hirsch’s ultimate impulse as a poet is to praise—to
wreathe himself, as he writes, in “the living fire” that burns with a ferocious intensity.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Vernie Ruiz:

Precisely why? Because this The Living Fire is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting
for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside
it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the content on the inside easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than
the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still
want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Gerald Chisholm:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Living Fire reserve written by
well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who else
read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your
hunger then you still hesitation The Living Fire as good book not simply by the cover but also from the
content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional
sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to a different sixth sense.

David Lussier:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to
be exactly added. This book The Living Fire was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a new book. If
you know how big benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now,
many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Nancy Stever:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Living Fire was multi-colored and of course
has pictures around. As we know that book The Living Fire has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy,
fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading which.
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