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The death of Louis XIV in 1715 and the accession of his more progressive younger brother as Regent of
France might have brought some hopeful changes to Louisiana, France's tiny, struggling outpost on the Gulf
of Mexico. However, the continuation of the debilitating regime of the merchant Antoine Crozat and the
extreme impoverishment of the French Treasury Following the disastrous wars of Louis XIV meant that no
radical changes were possible. Instead, these few years at the beginning of the Regency represented a period
of transition for the colony, when the need for a new administrative regime for Louisiana was met in France
by a growing awareness of the strategic and economic potential of the Mississippi settlements. All of these
conditions prepared the way for the appearance on the scene of the Company of the West in 1717.

In his detailed survey of this brief but crucial period of Louisiana's history, Marcel Giraud assesses the new
mood and conditions in France -- the personnel and objectives of the Council of the Navy, which oversaw
the colony's administration; the advances in scientific opinion and their impact on Louisiana; and the
political, fiscal, and economic conditions that created a new appreciation of the colony of official circles --
while describing actual conditions in the colony. Giraud portrays the Louisiana of 1715 as a few clusters of
squalid buildings scattered along the Gulf Coast from Alabama to Natchitoches, inhabited by largely
dispirited settlers and soldiers who for the most part lacked the barest necessities of life.

Crozat's essentially self-serving regime made this a period of virtual stagnation. Rivalries among the colony's
administrative personnel, especially between the governors and the Le Moyne family and their supporters,
impeded development, as did the inadequacy of the priests sent to minister to the colony; the paucity of
women, farmers, and skilled workers; and the infertile soil around the sties chosen for the forts and
settlements.

Relations with the indigenous populations were hindered by the lack of acceptable trade goods, as were
efforts by the French colonists to establish commercial relations with the neighboring Spanish colonies. At
the same time, Louisiana bore the encroachments of better-supplied British traders who were moving into
Alabama and the Illinois country and developing regular trade with Indian tribes whom the French claimed
as their own clients.

With his customary thoroughness and scrupulous attention to documentary details, Marcel Giraud provides a
vivid description of a struggling colony hovering between extinction and the spark of growth that would, in
years to come, establish it as a viable French outpost in North America. Despite the obstacles facing
Louisiana during these difficult years of transition, the colony survived to experience new expansion and
development under the Company of the West.
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From reader reviews:

Lacie Young:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question due to
the fact just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this A History of French Louisiana: Years of
Transition, 1715--1717: 002 to read.

Sandra Jordon:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject A History of
French Louisiana: Years of Transition, 1715--1717: 002 suitable to you? The book was written by popular
writer in this era. The particular book untitled A History of French Louisiana: Years of Transition, 1715--
1717: 002is one of several books this everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the
world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to understand the core of this
publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world on this book.

Kate Vasquez:

Precisely why? Because this A History of French Louisiana: Years of Transition, 1715--1717: 002 is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with
the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in
such wonderful way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This excellent book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your ability
and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to
the publication store hurriedly.

Elizabeth Morris:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition details. Even you love A History of French Louisiana: Years of Transition, 1715--
1717: 002, you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called



reading friends.
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