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The use of biometric technology for identification has gone from
Orwellian fantasy to everyday reality. This technology, which verifies or recognizes
a person's identity based on physiological, anatomical, or behavioral patterns
(including fingerprints, retina, handwriting, and keystrokes) has been deployed for
such purposes as combating welfare fraud, screening airplane passengers, and
identifying terrorists. The accompanying controversy has pitted those who praise the
technology's accuracy and efficiency against advocates for privacy and civil
liberties. In America Identified, Lisa Nelson investigates the complex public
responses to biometric technology. She uses societal perceptions of this particular
identification technology to explore the values, beliefs, and ideologies that
influence public acceptance of technology. Drawing on her own extensive research
with focus groups and a national survey, Nelson finds that considerations of
privacy, anonymity, trust and confidence in institutions, and the legitimacy of
paternalistic government interventions are extremely important to users and
potential users of the technology. She examines the long history of government
systems of identification and the controversies they have inspired; the effect of
the information technology revolution and the events of September 11, 2001; the
normative value of privacy (as opposed to its merely legal definition); the place of
surveillance technologies in a civil society; trust in government and distrust in
the expanded role of government; and the balance between the need for government to
act to prevent harm and the possible threat to liberty in government's
actions.
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From reader reviews:

Kathryn Cannon:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you should have this America Identified: Biometric Technology and Society.

Mona Savoy:

The book America Identified: Biometric Technology and Society gives you the sense of being enjoy for your
spare time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when
you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a book
America Identified: Biometric Technology and Society to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like
add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like open and read a e-book America Identified: Biometric Technology and Society. Kinds
of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about
this book?

Pamela Watkins:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This America
Identified: Biometric Technology and Society is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world.
Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Billy Smith:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like America Identified: Biometric
Technology and Society which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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