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First published in 1982, this penetrating, immensely readable biography of the brilliant poet, translator, and
art critic, F. W. J. Hemmings gives us a fascinating new perspective on Baudelaire's extraordinary, complex
personality, his artistic achievements, and his tormented life.

Hemmings, the noted biographer of Zola and Alexandre Dumas, has drawn on a great volume of material for
this work, much of which came to light as late at the 70s. He shows how Baudelaire's unhappy childhood and
the mixture of strong affection and bitter resentment in his feelings for his mother provide the key to his
contradictory and self-destructive behavior, particularly in his neurotic relationships with women. Burdened
with a sense of guilt and acutely conscious of his shortcomings, Baudelaire was constantly at odds with
himself, with those around him, and with the optimistic, materialistic society of his day, which he hated.

From the poverty, disease, and despair that plagued him sprang Les Fleurs du Mal, the poetry by which he
was to achieve immortality. The struggle to create and publish these poems-which were immediately
condemned as pornographic-is vividly described.

But Baudelaire was also an art critic whose aesthetic insights are still discussed today, and his book on drug
addiction, Les Paradis Artificiels, remains relevant to our time. He introduced Edgar Allan Poe, a writer with
whom he strongly identified, to the European public, and he was one of the first Wagnerians in France.
Baudelaire the Damned is an important re-examination of all these varied aspects of Baudelaire's life and
work, as well as an engrossing portrait of one of the geniuses of world literature.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Oliveras:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Baudelaire the Damned: A Biography (Bloomsbury Reader). Try to
face the book Baudelaire the Damned: A Biography (Bloomsbury Reader) as your friend. It means that it can
to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever.
Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know
everything by the book. So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Gloria Lockwood:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at
this point, people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual
crowded place and notice through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have
underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then
having chance to stand up than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give
you this specific Baudelaire the Damned: A Biography (Bloomsbury Reader) book as beginning and daily
reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Aaron Martinez:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Baudelaire the Damned: A Biography
(Bloomsbury Reader) book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the info
in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Jamie Wallace:

The particular book Baudelaire the Damned: A Biography (Bloomsbury Reader) has a lot info on it. So when
you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom
makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the point
easily after reading this article book.
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