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Russia's attempt to consolidate its authority in the North Caucasus has exerted a terrible price on both sides
since the mid-nineteenth century. Michael Khodarkovsky's book tells the story of a single man with multiple
allegiances and provides a concise and compelling history of the mountainous region between the Black and
Caspian seas. After forays beginning in the late 1500s, Russia tenuously conquered the peoples of the region
in the 1850s; the campaign was defined by a cruelty on both sides that established a pattern repeated in our
own time, particularly in Chechnya.

At the center of Khodarkovsky's sweeping account is Semën Atarshchikov (1807-1845). His father was a
Chechen translator in the Russian army, and Atarshchikov grew up with roots in both Russian and Chechen
cultures. His facility with local languages earned him quick promotion in the Russian army. Atarshchikov
enjoyed the confidence of his superiors, yet he saw the violence that the Russians inflicted on the native
population and was torn between his duties as a Russian officer and his affinity with the highlanders. Twice
he deserted the army to join the highlanders in raids against his former colleagues. In the end he was
betrayed by a compatriot who sought to gain favor with the Russians by killing the infamous Atarshchikov.

Khodarkovsky places Atarshchikov's life in a rich context: we learn a great deal about the region's
geography, its peoples, their history, and their conflicts with both the Russians and one another.
Khodarkovsky reveals disputes among the Russian commanders and the policies they advocated; some
argued for humane approaches but always lost out to those who preferred more violent means. Like Hadji
Murat-the hero of Tolstoy's last great work-Atarshchikov moved back and forth between Russian and local
allegiances; his biography is the story of the North Caucasus, one as relevant today as in the nineteenth
century
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Mitchell:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take
a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Bitter Choices:
Loyalty and Betrayal in the Russian Conquest of the North Caucasus? Maybe it is to be best activity for you.
You know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree
with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Michael Durkin:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Bitter Choices: Loyalty and Betrayal in the Russian
Conquest of the North Caucasus as your daily resource information.

Dean Green:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the ability about something
that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this Bitter Choices:
Loyalty and Betrayal in the Russian Conquest of the North Caucasus.

Tracy Laflamme:

Beside this particular Bitter Choices: Loyalty and Betrayal in the Russian Conquest of the North Caucasus in
your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an
outdated people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Bitter Choices: Loyalty and Betrayal in the
Russian Conquest of the North Caucasus because this book offers to your account readable information. Do
you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not
happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from right now!
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