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Should we try to live in the present? Such is the imperative of modernity, Jed Rubenfeld writes in this
important and original work of political theory. Since Jefferson proclaimed that 'the earth belongs to the
living', since Freud announced that mental health requires people to 'get free of their past', since Nietzsche
declared that the happy man is the man who 'leaps into the moment', modernity has directed its inhabitants to
live in the present, as if there alone could they find happiness, authenticity, and above all freedom. But this
imperative, Rubenfeld argues, rests on a profoundly inadequate, deforming picture of the relationship
between freedom and time. Instead, Rubenfeld suggests, human freedom, indeed human being itself,
necessarily extends into both past and future; self-government consists of giving our lives meaning and
purpose over time. From this conception of self-government, Rubenfeld derives a new theory of
constitutional law's place in democracy. Democracy, he writes, is not a matter of governance by the present
'will of the people'; it is a matter of a nation's laying down and living up to enduring political and legal
commitments.
Constitutionalism is not counter to democracy, as many believe, or a pre-condition of democracy; it is or
should be democracy itself over time. On this basis, Rubenfeld offers a new understanding of constitutional
interpretation and of the fundamental right of privacy.
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From reader reviews:

Sang O\'Connor:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. In your case who
want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Freedom and Time: A Theory of Constitutional
Self-Government book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Lena Garcia:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy read
one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Freedom and Time: A Theory of
Constitutional Self-Government is kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Fred Peterson:

This book untitled Freedom and Time: A Theory of Constitutional Self-Government to be one of several
books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you can order it by way of
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this publication from
your list.

Arthur Fabry:

Beside that Freedom and Time: A Theory of Constitutional Self-Government in your phone, it can give you
a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got here is
fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is
good thing to have Freedom and Time: A Theory of Constitutional Self-Government because this book
offers for your requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's
exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this
book and read it from now!
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