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1776 symbolizes a moment, both historical and mythic, of democracy in action. That year witnessed the
release of a document, which Edward Bernays, the so-called father of public relations and spin, would later
label as a masterstroke of propaganda. Although the Declaration of Independence relies heavily on the
empiricism of self-evident truths, Bernays, who had authored the influential manifesto Propaganda in 1928,
suggested that what made this iconic document so effective was not its sober rationalism but its inspiring
message that ensured its dissemination throughout the American colonies. Propaganda 1776 reframes the
culture of the U.S. Revolution and early Republic, revealing it to be rooted in a vast network of propaganda.

Drawing on a wide-range of resources, Russ Castronovo considers how the dispersal and circulation-indeed,
the propagation-of information and opinion across the various media of the eighteenth century helped speed
the flow of revolution. This book challenges conventional wisdom about propaganda as manipulation or lies
by examining how popular consent and public opinion in early America relied on the spirited dissemination
of rumor, forgery, and invective. While declarations about self-evident truths were important to liberty, the
path toward American independence required above all else the spread of unreliable intelligence that
travelled at such a pace that it could be neither confirmed nor refuted. By tracking the movements of stolen
documents and leaked confidential letters, this book argues that media dissemination created a vital but
seldom acknowledged connection between propaganda and democracy.

The spread of revolutionary material in the form of newspapers, pamphlets, broadsides, letters, songs, and
poems across British North America created multiple networks that spawned new and often radical ideas
about political communication. Communication itself became revolutionary in ways that revealed circulation
to be propaganda's most vital content. By examining the kinetic aspects of print culture, Propaganda 1776
shows how the mobility of letters, pamphlets, and other texts amounts to political activity par excellence.
With original examinations of Ben Franklin, Mercy Otis Warren, Tom Paine, and Philip Freneau among a
crowd of other notorious propagandists, this book examines how colonial men and women popularized and
spread the patriot cause across America.
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From reader reviews:

David Pell:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Propaganda 1776: Secrets, Leaks, and
Revolutionary Communications in Early America (Oxford Studies in American Literary History) will make
you to become smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some
of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be
thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

Helen McCleary:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Propaganda 1776:
Secrets, Leaks, and Revolutionary Communications in Early America (Oxford Studies in American Literary
History) suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known writer in this era. Often the book
untitled Propaganda 1776: Secrets, Leaks, and Revolutionary Communications in Early America (Oxford
Studies in American Literary History)is a single of several books in which everyone read now. This book
was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new shape that
you ever know previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can
easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a great deal of information about
this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

Barbara Simon:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this
Propaganda 1776: Secrets, Leaks, and Revolutionary Communications in Early America (Oxford Studies in
American Literary History).

John Casper:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one,



reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you have
read will be Propaganda 1776: Secrets, Leaks, and Revolutionary Communications in Early America
(Oxford Studies in American Literary History).
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