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It is not entirely clear who provoked the British musket fire at the Custom House in Boston on March 5,
1770, but the volley wounded eight men and killed five. Crispus Attucks, a tall, young mulatto, was one of
the men who died in the confrontation. He would later become a revolutionary hero, celebrated as "the first
to defy, and the first to die" in the cause of colonial liberty that went down in history as the Boston Massacre.
When the American Revolution broke out six years later, African Americans like Crispus Attucks were
among the first to rally to Patriot banners. As they fought to free their country, they also fought to free
themselves from slavery.
This nation's fight for independence from Great Britain laid bare the contradictions between slavery and
freedom for African Americans. It was a contradiction many resolved to settle. Some joined with other
colonists in striking direct blows for liberty. Others, meanwhile, heard the pleas for loyalty to the British
crown, and with the promise of emancipation as their reward, remained faithful to the old order only to see it
vanish before them. But whether in the poems of Phillis Wheatley, the legal action of Quok Walker, or the
efforts of businessman Paul Cuffe, Americans of African descent helped define what it meant to be
revolutionary citizens.
By 1804, however, slavery seized a new lease on life. "King Cotton" demanded black slaves and produced a
generation born into servitude. Unlike their immigrant forefathers, these African Americans had no memory
of a homeland and depended upon stories handed down around fireplaces, campfires, and bedsides for their
knowledge of their ancestors. They might hear of people who had fought with the British, or against them, or
of people who had gone overseas or run away and formed communities of their own. Unfortunately, they
would have few opportunities for such heroics in the 19th century.
In Revolutionary Citizens, author Daniel C. Littlefield brings to life African-American heroes and heroines
who both shaped and were shaped by the times in which they lived. From their embrace of religion to the
formation of independent institutions such as the Free African Union Society, African Americans inserted
themselves into the social and cultural life of the country. Ever aware of the implication of freedom, they
spread word of their own efforts throughout the Americas.
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From reader reviews:

Loraine Brown:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Revolutionary Citizens: African
Americans 1776-1804: 3 (The Young Oxford History of African Americans) book since this book offers you
rich information and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt
in it as you know.

Steven Peterson:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept
Revolutionary Citizens: African Americans 1776-1804: 3 (The Young Oxford History of African
Americans) suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous writer in this era. The actual book
untitled Revolutionary Citizens: African Americans 1776-1804: 3 (The Young Oxford History of African
Americans)is the one of several books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many
men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever know
before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the
core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So that you can see
the represented of the world in this particular book.

Katie Grossi:

The book Revolutionary Citizens: African Americans 1776-1804: 3 (The Young Oxford History of African
Americans) will bring you to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the idea
is very unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book
Revolutionary Citizens: African Americans 1776-1804: 3 (The Young Oxford History of African
Americans) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so
you can quicker to read the book.

Anne Corchado:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular book
you have read will be Revolutionary Citizens: African Americans 1776-1804: 3 (The Young Oxford History
of African Americans).
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