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If, as the literary theorists of postmodernism contend, “content” does not exist, then how can fiction continue
to be written? Jerome Klinkowitz, himself a veteran practitioner and theorist of fiction, addresses this
question in Structuring the Void, an account of what today’s novelists and short story writers do when they
produce a fictive work. Klinkowitz’s focus is on the way in which writers have turned this lack of content
itself into subject matter, and, by thus “structuring the void,” have created a new form of fiction.
Among the writers Klinkowitz discusses are Richard Brautigan, Kurt Vonnegut, Max Apple, Saul Bellow,
Erica Jong, Susan Quist, Gerald Rosen, Rob Swigart, and Grace Paley. He shows how, in the absence of
subject matter, these writers persist in the act of structuring—by organizing autobiography as a narrative
device, ritualizing national history and popular culture, or formalizing a comic response to a new imaginative
state, the state of California. Klinkowitz also considers subjects such as gender and war, which, though they
cannot be represented, nevertheless exercise contraints on a writer’s intention to structure.
What emerges from Klinkowitz’s analysis is a clear sense of what today’s fiction—and fiction writing—is
about. As such, Structuring the Void will prove invaluable to anyone with an interest in contemporary
literature.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Holt:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Structuring the Void: The Struggle for
Subject in Contemporary American Fiction book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of
course the information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Steven Deloatch:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Structuring the Void: The Struggle for
Subject in Contemporary American Fiction, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still
need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't
get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Peggy Nunes:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Structuring the Void: The Struggle for Subject in
Contemporary American Fiction was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
Structuring the Void: The Struggle for Subject in Contemporary American Fiction has many kinds or genre.
Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that
you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel
happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.

Carl Melton:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real
their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Structuring the Void: The Struggle for Subject in Contemporary American Fiction can
make you feel more interested to read.
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