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From the formation of the first institutions of representative government and the use of slavery in the
seventeenth century through the American Revolution, the Civil War, the civil rights movement, and into the
twenty-first century, Virginia’s history has been marked by obstacles to democratic change. In The Grandees
of Government, Brent Tarter offers an extended commentary based in primary sources on how these
undemocratic institutions and ideas arose, and how they were both perpetuated and challenged.

Although much literature on American republicanism focuses on the writings of Thomas Jefferson and
James Madison, among others, Tarter reveals how their writings were in reality an expression of federalism,
not of republican government. Within Virginia, Jefferson, Madison, and others such as John Taylor of
Caroline and their contemporaries governed in ways that directly contradicted their statements about
representative—and limited— government. Even the democratic rhetoric of the American Revolution
worked surprisingly little immediate change in the political practices, institutions, and culture of Virginia.
The counterrevolution of the 1880s culminated in the Constitution of 1902 that disfranchised the remainder
of African Americans. Virginians who could vote reversed the democratic reforms embodied in the
constitutions of 1851, 1864, and 1869, so that the antidemocratic Byrd organization could dominate
Virginia’s public life for the first two-thirds of the twentieth century.

Offering a thorough reevaluation of the interrelationship between the words and actions of Virginia’s
political leaders, The Grandees of Government provides an entirely new interpretation of Virginia’s political
history.
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From reader reviews:

Jay Burke:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has distinct
personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't want do
that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Grandees of Government: The Origins
and Persistence of Undemocratic Politics in Virginia. All type of book would you see on many resources.
You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Bryan Perry:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Grandees of Government: The Origins
and Persistence of Undemocratic Politics in Virginia publication written by well-known writer who really
knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written
throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your
own hunger then you still question The Grandees of Government: The Origins and Persistence of
Undemocratic Politics in Virginia as good book not just by the cover but also with the content. This is one
publication that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to
pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more
sixth sense.

Wendy Cort:

The book untitled The Grandees of Government: The Origins and Persistence of Undemocratic Politics in
Virginia contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique.
The language is very clear to see all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The
book was compiled by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary works. You can
read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book
throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official
web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.

Elizabeth Villalobos:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. From the book The Grandees of Government: The Origins and Persistence of Undemocratic Politics
in Virginia we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative
person must like to read a book. Only choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be
doubt to change your life with this book The Grandees of Government: The Origins and Persistence of



Undemocratic Politics in Virginia. You can more inviting than now.
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