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Songwriters often use lyrics to describe the current events and social attitudes of a particular period or
people. An examination of America's popular songs—and the stories behind their creation—can help us
better understand our history and culture. This chronologically organized volume provides the stories of 150
songs in 20th-century American history. Each chapter begins with an historical overview of how songs from
the period reflected the political, social, and economic culture of the decade. A discussion of 15 influential
songs from each decade provides the songs' histories, what inspired the writers to create them, and why they
have resonated over time. Included are patriotic songs, such as The Yankee Doodle Boy and God Bless
America, protest songs of the civil rights and women's rights movements, such as We Shall Overcome and I
Am Woman, songs that defined musical genres, such as Heartbreak Hotel and Stayin' Alive, and
contemporary, often controversial music like Eminem's Stan.

Each song's entry includes the song title, songwriter(s), publication information, and current availability. A
selected bibliography includes Web sites and books helpful for researching songs, songwriters, and events of
the 20th century. Indexes are arranged alphabetically, by song title, by songwriter name, and by subject,
making this an excellent research tool for students and general readers alike.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Lopez:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled The Story
Behind the Song: 150 Songs that Chronicle the 20th Century? Maybe it is for being best activity for you.
You realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before.
Do you agree with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Thomas Fleischmann:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience
happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular The Story Behind the
Song: 150 Songs that Chronicle the 20th Century is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Sarah Brumfield:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is
this The Story Behind the Song: 150 Songs that Chronicle the 20th Century.

Terri Brown:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top collection in your reading list will be The Story Behind the Song: 150 Songs that Chronicle
the 20th Century. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in
turning out to be precious person. By looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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