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William S. Burroughs arrived in Mexico City in 1949, having slipped out of New Orleans while awaiting
trial on drug and weapons charges that would almost certainly have resulted in a lengthy prison sentence.
Still uncertain about being a writer, he had left behind a series of failed business ventures—including a
scheme to grow marijuana in Texas and sell it in New York—and an already long history of drug use and
arrests. He would remain in Mexico for three years, a period that culminated in the defining incident of his
life: Burroughs shot his common-law wife, Joan Vollmer, while playing William Tell with a loaded pistol.
(He would be tried and convicted of murder in absentia after fleeing Mexico.)

First published in 1995 in Mexico, where it received the Malcolm Lowry literary essay award, The Stray
Bullet is an imaginative and riveting account of Burroughs’s formative experiences in Mexico, his
fascination with Mexico City’s demimonde, his acquaintances and friendships there, and his contradictory
attitudes toward the country and its culture. Mexico, Jorge García-Robles makes clear, was the place in
which Burroughs embarked on his “fatal vocation as a writer.”

Through meticulous research and interviews with those who knew Burroughs and his circle in Mexico City,
García-Robles brilliantly portrays a time in Burroughs’s life that has been overshadowed by the tragedy of
Joan Vollmer’s death. He re-creates the bohemian Roma neighborhood where Burroughs resided with Joan
and their children, the streets of postwar Mexico City that Burroughs explored, and such infamous figures as
Lola la Chata, queen of the city’s drug trade. This compelling book also offers a contribution by Burroughs
himself—an evocative sketch of his shady Mexican attorney, Bernabé Jurado.
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From reader reviews:

Sherrill Height:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This The Stray Bullet: William S. Burroughs
in Mexico is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

William Fields:

The event that you get from The Stray Bullet: William S. Burroughs in Mexico may be the more deep you
digging the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that
this book is hard to know but The Stray Bullet: William S. Burroughs in Mexico giving you excitement
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of
anyone who read this because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also
makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this The Stray Bullet: William S. Burroughs
in Mexico instantly.

John Silver:

This The Stray Bullet: William S. Burroughs in Mexico are generally reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The main reason of this The Stray Bullet: William S. Burroughs in Mexico can be
one of several great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple examining food but
feed you with information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you
can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside
that this The Stray Bullet: William S. Burroughs in Mexico giving you an enormous of experience such as
rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So ,
let's have it appreciate reading.

Luz Cox:

You can find this The Stray Bullet: William S. Burroughs in Mexico by browse the bookstore or Mall. Only
viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this
guide are various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the
modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right
now, choose your current ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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