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What do the following have in common?

Let there be light - A fly in the ointment - A rod of iron - New wine in old bottles
Lick the dust - How are the mighty fallen - Kick against the pricks - Wheels within wheels

They are all in the King James Bible. This astonishing book "has contributed far more to English in the way
of idiomatic or quasi-proverbial expressions than any other literary source." So wrote David Crystal in 2004.
In Begat he returns to the subject not only to consider how a work published in 1611 could have had such
influence on the language, but how it can still do so when few regularly hear the Bible and fewer still hear it
in the language of Stuart England.

No other version of the Bible however popular (such as the Good News Bible) or imposed upon the church
(like the New English Bible) has had anything like the same influence. David Crystal shows how its words
and phrases have over the centuries found independent life in the work of poets, playwrights, novelists,
politicians, and journalists, and how more recently they have been taken up with enthusiasm by advertisers,
Hollywood, and hip-hop.

Yet the King James Bible owes much to earlier English versions, notably those by John Wycliffe in in the
fourteenth century and William Tyndale in the sixteenth. David Crystal reveals how much that is memorable
in the King James Bible stems from its forebears. At the same time he shows how crucial were the revisions
made by King James's team of translators and editors.

"A person who professes to be a critic in the delicacies of the English language ought to have the Bible at his
finger's ends," Lord Macaulay advised Lady Holland in 1831. Begat shows how true that remains. It will be a
revelation to all who read it.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Enders:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Begat: The King James Bible and the English Language. Try to stumble
through book Begat: The King James Bible and the English Language as your close friend. It means that it
can for being your friend when you experience alone and beside associated with course make you smarter
than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence because you can
know anything by the book. So , we need to make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Maria Hughes:

The knowledge that you get from Begat: The King James Bible and the English Language is a more deep
you looking the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to be aware of but Begat: The King James Bible and the English Language giving you
buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of
anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your
personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of Begat: The King James Bible and the
English Language instantly.

Albert Shepherd:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you read a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have
read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon. The Begat: The King
James Bible and the English Language will give you new experience in studying a book.

George Williams:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Begat: The King James Bible and the English
Language was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Begat: The King James
Bible and the English Language has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or
Detective Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are
usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for
yourself and try to like reading this.
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