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The 1876 United States Centennial Exhibition in Philadelphia was not only the United States' first important
world's fair, it signaled significant changes in the very shape of knowledge. Quarrels between participants in
the exhibition represented a greater conflict as the world transitioned between two different kinds of
modernity?the Enlightenment of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries to the High Modern period of the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. At the center of this movement was a shift in the perceived relationship
between seeing and knowing and in the perception of what makes an object valuable?its usefulness as a
subject of study and learning versus its ability to be bought and sold on the market. Arguments over design
of the Centennial reflected these opposing viewpoints. Initial plans were rigidly structured, dividing the
exhibits by country and type. But as some exhibitors became more interested in the preferences of their
audience, they adopted a more modern stance. Objects traditionally displayed in isolated glass boxes were
placed in fictive context?the necklace draped over a mannequin, the vase set on a table in a model room. As
a result, the audience could more easily perceive these items as commodities suitable for their own
environments and the fair as a place to find ideas for a material lifestyle. Designing the Centennial is a vital
first look at the design process and the nature of the display. Bruno Giberti uses official reports of the U.S.
Centennial Commission and photographs of the Centennial Photographic Company, as well as the ephemera
of the exhibition and literary accounts in books, magazines, and newspapers to illuminate how the 1876 fair
revealed changes to come: in future world's fairs, museums, department stores, and in the nature of display
itself.
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From reader reviews:

Reginald Hunter:

The guide untitled Designing the Centennial: A History of the 1876 International Exhibition in Philadelphia
(Material Worlds Series) is the reserve that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the
publication content that will be shown to an individual. The language that publisher use to explained their
way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, so
the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of
Designing the Centennial: A History of the 1876 International Exhibition in Philadelphia (Material Worlds
Series) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Keesha Marks:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you read a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with soon.
The Designing the Centennial: A History of the 1876 International Exhibition in Philadelphia (Material
Worlds Series) offer you a new experience in studying a book.

Randal Gore:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book,
and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended to your account is Designing the Centennial: A History of the 1876 International
Exhibition in Philadelphia (Material Worlds Series) this publication consist a lot of the information of the
condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has grown up. The words
styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some investigation when he
makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.

John Smith:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Designing the Centennial: A
History of the 1876 International Exhibition in Philadelphia (Material Worlds Series) which is having the e-
book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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