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This book examines the role played by the parties themselves in two-party systems. It rejects the argument
that the behavior of the parties is determined largely by social forces or by the supposed logic of the electoral
market. Instead, it shows that both structure and agency can matter. It focuses on three major aspects of
change in two-party systems: (i) why occasionally major parties (such as the British Liberals) collapse; (ii)
why collapsed parties sometimes survive as minor parties, and sometimes do not; and (iii) what determines
why, and how, major parties will ally themselves with minor parties in order to maximize their chances of
winning.

With respect to the first aspect it is argued that major parties are advantaged by two factors: the resources
they have accumulated already, and their occupying role similar to that called by Thomas Schelling a "focal
arbiter". Consequently, party collapse is rare. When it has occurred in nation states it is the result of a major
party having to fight opposition on "two separate fronts". The survival of a collapsed party depends largely
on its internal structure; when a party has linked closely the ambitions of politicians at different levels of
office, party elimination is more likely. The main arena in which agency is significant--that is, when
leadership is possible, including the politician acting as heresthetician - is in the re-building of coalitions.
This is necessary for maximizing the chances of a party winning, but, for various reasons, coalitions between
major and minor parties are usually difficult to construct.

Comparative Politics is a series for scholars and students of political science that deals with contemporary
issues in comparative government and politics. The General Editor is David M. Farrell, Jean Monnet Chair in
European Politics and Head of School of Social Sciences, University of Manchester. The series is published
in association with the European Consortium for Political Research.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Eiland:

The book The Dynamics of Two-Party Politics: Party Structures and the Management of Competition
(Comparative Politics) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why
must we leave the good thing like a book The Dynamics of Two-Party Politics: Party Structures and the
Management of Competition (Comparative Politics)? A few of you have a different opinion about reserve.
But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the
book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share
all of these. Book The Dynamics of Two-Party Politics: Party Structures and the Management of
Competition (Comparative Politics) has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for
you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Malcolm Lee:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Dynamics of Two-Party Politics: Party Structures and the
Management of Competition (Comparative Politics) as the daily resource information.

Willie Randolph:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This book The Dynamics of Two-Party Politics: Party Structures and the Management of
Competition (Comparative Politics) was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about
your science competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big
good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many
ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Craig Nazario:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of
news. On this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just searching for the The Dynamics of Two-Party Politics: Party Structures and the Management of



Competition (Comparative Politics) when you needed it?
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