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In Cinema Approaching Reality, Victor Fan brings together, for the first time, Chinese and Euro-American
film theories and theorists to engage in critical debates about film in Shanghai and Hong Kong from the
1920s through 1940s. His point of departure is a term popularly employed by Chinese film critics during this
period, bizhen, often translated as “lifelike” but best understood as “approaching reality.” What these
Chinese theorists mean, in Fan’s reading, is that the cinematographic image is not a form of total reality, but
it can allow spectators to apprehend an effect as though they had been there at the time when an event
actually happened.

Fan suggests that the phrase “approaching reality” can help to renegotiate an aporia (blind spot) that
influential French film critic André Bazin wrestled with: the cinematographic image is a trace of reality, yet
reality is absent in the cinematographic image, and the cinema makes present this absence as it reactivates
the passage of time. Fan enriches Bazinian cinematic ontology with discussions on cinematic reality in
Republican China and colonial Hong Kong, putting Western theorists—from Bazin and Kracauer to
Baudrillard, Agamben, and Deleuze—into dialogue with their Chinese counterparts. The result is an eye-
opening exploration of the potentialities in approaching cinema anew, especially in the photographic
materiality following its digital turn.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Davis:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a reserve. Book
has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Cinema Approaching Reality: Locating Chinese
Film Theory will make you to become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about
almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far
from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book
with you?

Jeffery Bruce:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that
need more time to be read. Cinema Approaching Reality: Locating Chinese Film Theory can be your answer
because it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Carl Guerra:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their
pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Cinema Approaching Reality: Locating Chinese Film Theory can make you truly feel more
interested to read.

Juan Gilbert:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Cinema Approaching Reality: Locating
Chinese Film Theory to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent
is developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle
the feeling about book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a
book and read it. Beside that the reserve Cinema Approaching Reality: Locating Chinese Film Theory can to
be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of this time.
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