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Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject American Studies - Culture and Applied Geography, grade:
2,0, University of Hannover, 10 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: Paris has always
been a popular setting for American romantic comedies: Vincente Minelli’s musical film An American in
Paris, starring Gene Kelly, enchanted the American audience in 1951. In Billy Wilder’s Sabrina (1954),
Audrey Hepburn’s character returns from France as a beautiful young woman, who obviously got enriched
by Paris’s culture and lifestyle. The comedy Irma La Douce (1963), also directed by Billy Wilder, is entirely
set in the bohemian Paris of the 1960s. More recently, Lawrence Kasdan’s French Kiss (1995) and Billy
Chrystal’s Forget Paris (1995) provided the American audience with love stories set, or initiated, in France
and thus supported the romantic image of the country. Chapter 2 of this term paper will focus on the genre
romantic comedy, its main characteristics and origins. Furthermore, the success of romantic comedies will be
investigated and linked to ever-changing cultural factors.
In romantic comedies, it seems nearly impossible for film-makers to completely avoid depicting stereotypes
about the French and their country. In fact, comedies set in Paris or France intentionally exaggerate these
stereotypes. Usually the American characters in these comedies are also depicted stereotypically. By
underlining the intercultural differences between the two nationalities comic effect is created, which
constitutes one of the main characteristics of a comedy. But what exactly are stereotypes and why do they
emerge in the first place? And, more precisely, what are the origins of American stereotypes about France
and the French? Why is Paris still considered to be the perfect place to fall in love? Chapter 3 will try to
answer these questions in order to provide an insight into the concept of stereotyping.
Since the setting of Paris (and France respectively) and the genre romantic comedy seem to be a perfect
match, chapter 4 of this term paper will be concerned with three American romantic comedies set in France:
Lawrence Kasdan’s French Kiss and Billy Chrystal’s Forget Paris (both 1995), and a comedy from the
current decade, namely Jeff Schaffer’s EuroTrip (2004). Here, a short summary of each film will be
provided, as well as an analysis of the various intercultural stereotypes. Furthermore, there will be a closer
look on the depiction of Paris and what is directly and indirectly associated with the city.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Ellis:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. To be sure that book is very important normally. The book France on Screen: Intercultural
Stereotypes in American Romantic Comedies (Forget Paris, French Kiss & EuroTrip) seemed to be making
you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for
you. The reserve France on Screen: Intercultural Stereotypes in American Romantic Comedies (Forget Paris,
French Kiss & EuroTrip) is not only giving you far more new information but also to get your friend when
you sense bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book
France on Screen: Intercultural Stereotypes in American Romantic Comedies (Forget Paris, French Kiss &
EuroTrip). You never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Micah Best:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some
of you maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This France on Screen:
Intercultural Stereotypes in American Romantic Comedies (Forget Paris, French Kiss & EuroTrip) is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Wanda Collins:

Beside that France on Screen: Intercultural Stereotypes in American Romantic Comedies (Forget Paris,
French Kiss & EuroTrip) in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts.
The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel
like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have France on Screen: Intercultural
Stereotypes in American Romantic Comedies (Forget Paris, French Kiss & EuroTrip) because this book
offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable
set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that?
Find this book as well as read it from now!

Clarence Williams:

You can get this France on Screen: Intercultural Stereotypes in American Romantic Comedies (Forget Paris,
French Kiss & EuroTrip) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your
solve issue if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through
written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era like now, you just



looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways
to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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