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Around the world and throughout history, in cultures as diverse as ancient Mesopotamia and modern
America, human beings have been compelled by belief in gods and developed complex religions around
them. But why? What makes belief in supernatural beings so widespread? And why are the gods of so many
different people so similar in nature? This provocative book explains the origins and persistence of religious
ideas by looking through the lens of science at the common structures and functions of human thought.

The first general introduction to the "cognitive science of religion," Minds and Gods presents the major
themes, theories, and thinkers involved in this revolutionary new approach to human religiosity. Arguing that
we cannot understand what we think until we first understand how we think, the book sets out to study the
evolutionary forces that modeled the modern human mind and continue to shape our ideas and actions today.
Todd Tremlin details many of the adapted features of the brain -- illustrating their operation with examples
of everyday human behavior -- and shows how mental endowments inherited from our ancestral past lead
many people to naturally entertain religious ideas. In short, belief in gods and the social formation of religion
have their genesis in biology, in powerful cognitive processes that all humans share.

In the course of illuminating the nature of religion, this book also sheds light on human nature: why we think
we do the things we do and how the reasons for these things are so often hidden from view. This discussion
ranges broadly across recent scientific findings in areas such as paleoanthropology, primate studies,
evolutionary psychology, early brain development, and cultural transmission. While these subjects are
complex, the story is told here in a conversational style that is engaging, jargon free, and accessible to all
readers. With Minds and Gods , Tremlin offers a roadmap to a fascinating and growing field of study, one
that is sure to generate interest and debate and provide readers with a better understanding of themselves and
their beliefs.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Glover:

The book Minds and Gods: The Cognitive Foundations of Religion will bring you to the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see,
this book very suited to you. The book Minds and Gods: The Cognitive Foundations of Religion is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more easily to
read the book.

Rita Heil:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Minds and Gods: The
Cognitive Foundations of Religion, you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still
wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't
obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Joshua Stamper:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real their
interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Minds and Gods: The Cognitive Foundations of Religion can make you really feel more
interested to read.

Kenneth Vargas:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
By the book Minds and Gods: The Cognitive Foundations of Religion we can take more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book
that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book Minds and Gods: The Cognitive
Foundations of Religion. You can more desirable than now.
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