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"Verse is born free but everywhere in chains. It has been my project to rattle the chains." (from "The
Revenge of the Poet-Critic")

In My Way, (in)famous language poet and critic Charles Bernstein deploys a wide variety of interlinked
forms—speeches and poems, interviews and essays—to explore the place of poetry in American culture and
in the university. Sometimes comic, sometimes dark, Bernstein's writing is irreverent but always relevant,
"not structurally challenged, but structurally challenging."

Addressing many interrelated issues, Bernstein moves from the role of the public intellectual to the poetics of
scholarly prose, from vernacular modernism to idiosyncratic postmodernism, from identity politics to the
resurgence of the aesthetic, from cultural studies to poetry as a performance art, from the small press
movement to the Web. Along the way he provides "close listening" to such poets as Charles Reznikoff,
Laura Riding, Susan Howe, Ezra Pound, Allen Ginsberg, and Gertrude Stein, as well as a fresh perspective
on L=A=N=G=U=A=G=E, the magazine he coedited that became a fulcrum for a new wave of North
American writing.

In his passionate defense of an activist, innovative poetry, Bernstein never departs from the culturally
engaged, linguistically complex, yet often very funny writing that has characterized his unique approach to
poetry for over twenty years. Offering some of his most daring work yet—essays in poetic lines, prose with
poetic motifs, interviews miming speech, speeches veering into song—Charles Bernstein's My Way
illuminates the newest developments in contemporary poetry with its own contributions to them.

"The result of [Bernstein's] provocative groping is more stimulating than many books of either poetry or
criticism have been in recent years."—Molly McQuade, Washington Post Book World

"This book, for all of its centrifugal activity, is a singular yet globally relevant perspective on the literary arts
and their institutions, offered in good faith, yet cranky and poignant enough to not be easily
ignored."—Publishers Weekly

"Bernstein has emerged as postmodern poetry's sous-chef of insouciance. My Way is another of his rich
concoctions, fortified with intellect and seasoned with laughter."—Timothy Gray, American Literature
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Braddock:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may
be reading whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you should have this My Way: Speeches and Poems.

Shane McKeel:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This My Way: Speeches and Poems book is readable by you who hate the
perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving
possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of My Way: Speeches and Poems
content conveys objective easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking My Way: Speeches and
Poems is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Caroline Hagemann:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This My Way: Speeches and Poems can be
the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by
reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Bernice Bland:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This reserve My Way: Speeches and Poems was filled about science.
Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has
several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can feel
enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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