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Bryan Roberts’ study of two poor neighborhoods of Guatemala City is an important contribution to the
understanding of the urban social and power organization of underdeveloped countries. It is the first major
study of any Central American urban population.

Organizing Strangers gives an account of how poor people cope with an unstable and mobile urban
environment, and case material is provided on the emergence of collective action among them. Several
themes that are crucial to understanding the significance of urban growth in the underdeveloped world are
explored: the impact of city life on rural migrants, the relationship between living in cities and the
development of class consciousness, and the changing significance of personal relationships as a means of
organizing social and economic life.

Guatemala City’s rapid growth and low level of industrialization created a keen competition for jobs and
available living space and inhibited the development of cohesive residential groupings. Thus the poor found
themselves living and working with people who were mostly strangers. Trust is difficult to create in such an
environment, and the absence of trust affected the capacity of the poor to organize themselves.

While the poor were integrated into city life, the manner of their integration exposed them to greater
exploitation than if they were truly socially isolated or marginal. Bryan Roberts analyzes a variety of
formally organized voluntary associations involving the poor and concludes that such associations are
essentially means by which middle- and upper-status groups seek to negotiate order among the poor.

The problems faced by these poor families are due less to their own incapacities or inactivity than to the
effects of economic and political relationships that exploit them locally, nationally, and even internationally.
A major conclusion of this study is that the uncertainties in the relationships among poor people and between
them and other social groups are the underlying causes of a general political and economic instability.
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From reader reviews:

Joe North:

The book Organizing Strangers: Poor Families in Guatemala City can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book Organizing Strangers:
Poor Families in Guatemala City? Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim
that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book
Organizing Strangers: Poor Families in Guatemala City has simple shape however, you know: it has great
and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

Hilary Rangel:

The actual book Organizing Strangers: Poor Families in Guatemala City will bring one to the new experience
of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book you
just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Organizing Strangers: Poor Families in Guatemala City is
much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can
quickly to read the book.

Donald Murray:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely without a
doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you possess when
the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is definitely Organizing Strangers: Poor Families in Guatemala City.

Harold Morris:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news. With this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to find
the Organizing Strangers: Poor Families in Guatemala City when you needed it?
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