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Award-winning nature writer John Leland offers a collection of twenty-seven short, poetic essays that marry
science and the humanities as the author seeks meaning in trees. Readings in Wood is an investigation of
trees and forests and also of wood as a material that people have found essential in the creation of society
and culture. Leland views with wit and erudition the natural world and the curious place of human beings as
saviors and destroyers of this world.

At once personal memoir, natural history, and cultural criticism, the book reflects Leland’s idiosyncratic
vision. In one essay Leland asks the trees, “Do you, like us, rejoice in sunny days, dance with the wind, and
blush to have your sexual desires known by prurient passersby? Why, like us, do you torture yourselves
reaching for a heaven beyond your grasp? Why twist yourselves so that your grain becomes a record of your
grief? What mystic patterns of science, math, and religion hide in your whirls of leaf and branch?”

As vast as a forest, topics range from tree grain and leaf shape to economic theories, mathematics, and
engineering. Readings in Wood is a hybrid testament of science, faith, superstition, and disbelief learned
from sitting on tree trunks and peering at leaves and fungi. Leland hopes others will join him in nature’s
classroom. Quite aware of the irony, he reminds us, “These leaves you desultorily turn over once hung in a
green wood gone to make this book. Touching a book, you touch a tree. I pray that Readings in Wood’s
essays, touching you, may justify in some small way the trees who died in their making.”
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From reader reviews:

Robert Crumrine:

This Readings in Wood: What the Forest Taught Me are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The reason of this Readings in Wood: What the Forest Taught Me can be one of the
great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you actually with
information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost
everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this
Readings in Wood: What the Forest Taught Me forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's
have it and revel in reading.

Timothy Parker:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer may be Readings in Wood: What the Forest Taught Me why because the
amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to
pick up this book.

Lidia Flynn:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Readings in Wood: What the Forest
Taught Me or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book,
you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students especially.
Those textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any
other book likes Readings in Wood: What the Forest Taught Me to make your spare time a lot more colorful.
Many types of book like this.

Tammy Jones:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news.
Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the Readings in Wood: What the Forest Taught Me when you essential it?
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