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Among the most fascinating animals in the world’s oceans are the more than 2,000 species of starfish. Called
"Asteroids" by scientists who study them (after their taxonomic name, Asteroidea)—or sea stars in some
parts of the world—starfish are easily recognized because of their star-like form. Starfish is a comprehensive
volume devoted to the integrative and comparative biology and ecology of starfish.

Written by the world's leading experts on starfish, the integrative section covers topics such as reproduction,
developmental biology and ecology, larval ecology, and the ecological role of starfish as a group. The
comparative section considers the biology and ecology of important species such as Acanthaster planci,
Heliaster helianthoides, Asterias amurensis, and Pisaster ochraceus.

Replete with detailed, scientifically accurate illustrations and the latest research findings, Starfish examines
the important role of these invertebrates in the marine environment, a topic of great interest because of their
impact on the food web. As major predators that are able to evert their stomach and wrap it around their
prey, starfish can have a significant impact on commercial fisheries.

Starfish are of interest not only to echinoderm specialists but also to marine biologists and invertebrate
zoologists in general and, increasingly, to the medical community. A starfish’s ability to regenerate body
parts is almost unequalled in the animal world, making them ideal models for basic science studies on the
topic.

Contributors: Charles D. Amsler, Bill J. Baker, Mario Barahona, Michael F. Barker, Maria Byrne, Juan
Carlos Castilla, Katharina Fabricius, Patrick Flammang, Andrew S. Gale, Carlos F. Gaymer, Jean-François
Hamel, Elise Hennebert, John H. Himmelman, Michel Jangoux, John M. Lawrence, Tatiana Manzur, James
B. McClintock, Bruce A. Menge, Annie Mercier, Anna Metaxas, Sergio A. Navarette, Timothy D. O’Hara,
John S. Pearse, Carlos Robles, Eric Sanford, Robert E. Scheibling, Richard L. Turner, Carlos Renato R.
Ventura, Kristina M. Wasson, Stephen A. Watts
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Williams:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read
you can spent all day every day to reading a guide. The book Starfish it is very good to read. There are a lot
of people that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have
enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book
from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.

Louis Watson:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
for you is Starfish this reserve consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This
specific book was represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for
explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why
this book ideal all of you.

Kathleen Young:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's internal or real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library.
They go to presently there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important,
boring along with can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for
you. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Starfish can make you feel more interested to read.

Courtney Osteen:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. In
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Starfish when you needed it?
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