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Low voter turnout is a serious problem in American politics today, but it is not a new one. Its roots lay in the
1920s when, for the first time in nearly a century, a majority of eligible Americans did not bother to cast
ballots in a presidential election. Stunned by this civic failure so soon after a world war to "make the world
safe for democracy," reforming women and business men launched massive campaigns to "Get Out the
Vote." By 1928, they had enlisted the enthusiastic support of more than a thousand groups in Forty-six states.

In The Big Vote, historian Liette Gidlow shows that the Get-Out-the-Vote campaigns -- overlooked by
historians until now -- were in fact part of an important transformation of political culture in the early
twentieth century. Weakened political parties, ascendant consumer culture, labor unrest, Jim Crow,
widespread anti-immigration sentiment, and the new woman suffrage all raised serious questions about the
meanings of good citizenship. Gidlow recasts our understandings of the significance of the woman suffrage
amendment and shows that it was important not only because it enfranchised women but because it also
ushered in a new era of near-universal suffrage. Faced with the apparent equality of citizens before the ballot
box, middle-class and elite whites in the Get-Out-the-Vote campaigns and elsewhere advanced a searing
critique of the ways that workers, ethnics, and sometimes women behaved as citizens. Through techniques
ranging from civic education to modern advertising, they worked in the realm of culture to undo the equality
that constitutional amendments had seemed to achieve. Through their efforts, by the late 1920s, "civic" had
become practically synonymous with "middle class" and "white."

Richly documented with primary sources from political parties and civic groups, popular and ethnic
periodicals, and electoral returns, The Big Vote looks closely at the national Get-Out-the-Vote campaigns and
at the internal dynamics of campaigns in the case-study cities of New York, New York, Grand Rapids,
Michigan, and Birmingham, Alabama. In the end, the Get-Out-the Vote campaigns shed light not only on the
problem of voter turnout in the 1920s, but on some of the problems that hamper the practice of full
democracy even today.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Ybarra:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is high. For
you who want to start reading a new book, we give you that The Big Vote: Gender, Consumer Culture, and
the Politics of Exclusion, 1890s--1920s (Reconfiguring American Political History) book as starter and daily
reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Stephen Williams:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This The Big Vote: Gender, Consumer Culture, and the Politics of
Exclusion, 1890s--1920s (Reconfiguring American Political History) book is readable simply by you who
hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of The Big
Vote: Gender, Consumer Culture, and the Politics of Exclusion, 1890s--1920s (Reconfiguring American
Political History) content conveys the thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the articles but it just different available as it. So , do you even now thinking The Big
Vote: Gender, Consumer Culture, and the Politics of Exclusion, 1890s--1920s (Reconfiguring American
Political History) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Michael Kendig:

Beside this particular The Big Vote: Gender, Consumer Culture, and the Politics of Exclusion, 1890s--1920s
(Reconfiguring American Political History) in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the
new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven
so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Big
Vote: Gender, Consumer Culture, and the Politics of Exclusion, 1890s--1920s (Reconfiguring American
Political History) because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often have
book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this
inside your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island.
Use you still want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from at this point!

Charles Moreno:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books.



Among the books in the top listing in your reading list is usually The Big Vote: Gender, Consumer Culture,
and the Politics of Exclusion, 1890s--1920s (Reconfiguring American Political History). This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up
and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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