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Ambivalent Desires: Representations of Modernity and Private Life in Colombia (1890s-1950s) is a literary
and cultural study of the reception of modernity in Colombia. Unlike previous studies of Latin American
modernization, which have usually focused on the public aspect of the process, this book discusses the
intersection between modernity and the private sphere. It analyzes canonical and non-canonical works that
reflect the existing ambivalence toward the modernizing project being implemented in the country at the
time, and it discusses how the texts in question reinterpret, adapt, and even reject the ideology of modernity.
The focus of the study is how the understanding of the relationship between modernity and private life
relates to the project of constructing a modern nation, and the discontinuities and contradictions that appear
in the process. The question of what modernity is, its implications for everyday life, and its desirability or
undesirability as a new cultural paradigm were central issues in Colombian texts from the end of the
nineteenth century through the first half of the twentieth. At stake was the definition of the nation's identity
and the project of breaking away from the cultural patterns of the colonial past. Considering that the
apparently peaceful process of modernization in Colombia was interrupted in the 1950s by the eruption of
political violence across the country, this study situates itself on the eve of a crisis and asks how
representations of modernity in texts from the period evidence the social fragmentation that may have led to
it. The book begins with an analysis of the theme of the private collection in the work of JosZ Asunci-n
Silva, and how it is used to propose a specific notion of personal and cultural identity. It continues with an
analysis of the modernizing ideology of the popular magazine El GrOfico during the period of economic
prosperity of the 1920s known as the 'Dance of the Millions,' focusing on the publication's advertisements
and the section devoted to women and the home. Subsequently, the canonical writings of TomOs Rueda
Vargas are analyzed in the context of the relation between autobiographical writing and public life,
emphasizing the contradiction between the author's public liberalism and his private conservatism, and
highlighting his critique of modern life. The works of previously neglected women writers Manuela
Mallarino Isaacs, Juana SOnchez Lafaurie, and Fabiola Aguirre are studied in the context of women's
relationship to modernity and their conflict between traditional roles that relegated them to the private
sphere, and their desire to accept modern standards. The book concludes with an analysis of the novels of
Ignacio G-mez DOvila, which have received scant attention to this date, as it discusses his critique of the
upper classes' flight into the private and what the author sees as their alienation from a society on the verge
of a crisis.
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From reader reviews:

Charlotte Kuester:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Ambivalent Desires: Representations of
Modernity and Private Life in Colombia (1890s-1950s) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel
far more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that will open or reading the
book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for
best book or appropriate book with you?

Sean Scruggs:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this Ambivalent
Desires: Representations of Modernity and Private Life in Colombia (1890s-1950s).

Fred Martinez:

The particular book Ambivalent Desires: Representations of Modernity and Private Life in Colombia
(1890s-1950s) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The
book was written by the very famous author. The author makes some research previous to write this book.
This particular book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Nancy Barry:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere?
It alright you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Ambivalent
Desires: Representations of Modernity and Private Life in Colombia (1890s-1950s) which is keeping the e-
book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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