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A small, non-Slavic country located far from the Soviet capital, Georgia has been more closely linked with
the Ottoman and Persian empires than with Russia for most of its history. One of over one hundred officially
classified Soviet nationalities, Georgians represented less than 2% of the Soviet population, yet they
constituted an extraordinarily successful and powerful minority. Familiar Strangers aims to explain how
Georgians gained widespread prominence in the Soviet Union, yet remained a distinctive national
community.

Through the history of a remarkably successful group of ethnic outsiders at the heart of Soviet empire, Erik
R. Scott reinterprets the course of modern Russian and Soviet history. Scott contests the portrayal of the
Soviet Union as a Russian-led empire composed of separate national republics and instead argues that it was
an empire of diasporas, forged through the mixing of a diverse array of nationalities behind external Soviet
borders. Internal diasporas from the Soviet republics migrated throughout the socialist empire, leaving their
mark on its politics, culture, and economics. Arguably the most prominent diasporic group, Georgians were
the revolutionaries who accompanied Stalin in his rise to power and helped build the socialist state; culinary
specialists who contributed dishes and rituals that defined Soviet dining habits; cultural entrepreneurs who
perfected a flamboyant repertoire that spoke for a multiethnic society on stage and screen; traders who
thrived in the Soviet Union's burgeoning informal economy; and intellectuals who ultimately called into
question the legitimacy of Soviet power.

Looking at the rise and fall of the Soviet Union from a Georgian perspective, Familiar Strangers offers a new
way of thinking about the experience of minorities in multiethnic states, with implications far beyond the
imperial borders of Russia and Eurasia.
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From reader reviews:

Armando Lemaire:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Familiar Strangers: The Georgian Diaspora
and the Evolution of Soviet Empire book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the
info in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Katie Cardiel:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can
get a lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this Familiar
Strangers: The Georgian Diaspora and the Evolution of Soviet Empire.

Armando McFarland:

Familiar Strangers: The Georgian Diaspora and the Evolution of Soviet Empire can be one of your beginner
books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information.
The author giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing Familiar Strangers:
The Georgian Diaspora and the Evolution of Soviet Empire yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the
reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Neil Nilsson:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Familiar Strangers: The Georgian
Diaspora and the Evolution of Soviet Empire to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own
personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to
make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion
for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve Familiar Strangers: The Georgian
Diaspora and the Evolution of Soviet Empire can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone
and confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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