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"Of course I want a home," writes Mary Elizabeth Williams, "I'm American." Gimme Shelter is the first book
to reveal how this primal desire, "encoded into our cultural DNA," drove our nation to extremes, from the
heights of an unprecedented housing boom to the depths of an unparalleled crash.

As a writer and parent in New York City, Williams is careful to ground her real-estate dreams in the reality
of her middle-class bank account. Yet as a person who knows no other way to fall in love than at first sight,
her relationship with the nation's most daunting housing market is a passionate one. Williams's house-
hunting fantasy quickly morphs into a test of endurance, as her search for a place to live and a mortgage she
can afford stretches into a three-year odyssey that takes her to the farthest reaches of the boroughs and the
limits of her own patience.

"Welcome to the tracks," she declares at the outset of yet another weekend tour of blindingly bad, wildly
overpriced properties. "Let's go to the wrong side of them, shall we?" As her own quest unfolds, Williams
simultaneously reports on the housing markets nationwide. Friends and family members grapple with real
estate agents and lenders, neighborhood and quality-of-life issues, all the while voicing common concerns, as
expressed by this Maryland working parent of three: "The market was so hot, there were no houses. We
looked for years at places the owners wouldn't even clean, let alone fix up."

How frustrating is the process? Williams likens it to hearing "the opening bars of a song you think is 'Super
Freak.' And then it turns out to be 'U Can't Touch This.'" Told in an engaging blend of factfinding and
memoir, Gimme Shelter charts the course of the real estate bubble as it floated ever upward, not with faceless
numbers and documents but with the details of countless personal stories -- about the undeniable urge to put
down roots and the lengths to which we'll go to find our way home.
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From reader reviews:

James Murray:

Here thing why this particular Gimme Shelter are different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a
book is good but it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not.
Gimme Shelter giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any publication out there but
there is no book that similar with Gimme Shelter. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your eyes
about the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is possible to
bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Gimme Shelter in e-book can be your alternate.

James McFarland:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Gimme Shelter book because this book
offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred percent guarantees there
is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Teresa Burns:

The feeling that you get from Gimme Shelter is the more deep you digging the information that hide inside
the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware
of but Gimme Shelter giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that
can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known
enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you
for having that Gimme Shelter instantly.

Jackie Lund:

Exactly why? Because this Gimme Shelter is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting
for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside it
was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of
positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.
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