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The naval operations described in the following pages extended, on the seaboard, over the Gulf of Mexico
from Key West to the mouth of the Rio Grande; and inland over the course of the Mississippi, and its
affluents, from Cairo, at the southern extremity of the State of Illinois, to the mouths of the river. Key West
is one of the low coral islands, or keys, which stretch out, in a southwesterly direction, into the Gulf from the
southern extremity of the Florida peninsula. It has a good harbor, and was used during, as since, the war as a
naval station. From Key West to the mouth of the Rio Grande, the river forming the boundary between
Mexico and the State of Texas, the distance in a straight line is about eight hundred and forty miles. The line
joining the two points departs but little from an east and west direction, the mouth of the river, in 25° 26' N.,
being eighty-three miles north of the island; but the shore line is over sixteen hundred miles, measuring from
the southern extremity of Florida. Beginning at that point, the west side of the peninsula runs north-
northwest till it reaches the 30th degree of latitude; turning then, the coast follows that parallel approximately
till it reaches the delta of the Mississippi. That delta, situated about midway between the east and west ends
of the line, projects southward into the Gulf of Mexico as far as parallel 29° N., terminating in a long, narrow
arm, through which the river enters the Gulf by three principal branches, or passes. From the delta the shore
sweeps gently round, inclining first a little to the north of west, until near the boundary between the States of
Louisiana and Texas; then it curves to the southwest until a point is reached about one hundred miles north
of the mouth of the Rio Grande, whence it turns abruptly south. Five States, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi,
Louisiana, and Texas, in the order named, touch the waters bounded by this long, irregular line; but the shore
of two of them, Alabama and Mississippi, taken together, extends over little more than one hundred miles.
All five joined at an early date in the secession movement. The character of the coast, from one end to the
other, varies but slightly in appearance. It is everywhere low, and either sandy or marshy. An occasional
bluff of moderate height is to be seen. A large proportion of the line is skirted by low sandy islands,
sometimes joined by narrow necks to the mainland, forming inland sounds of considerable extent, access to
which is generally impracticable for vessels of much draft of water. They, however, as well as numerous
bays and the mouths of many small rivers, can be entered by light vessels acquainted with the ground; and
during the war small steamers and schooners frequently escaped through them, carrying cargoes of cotton,
then of great value. There is but little rise and fall of the tide in the Gulf, from one to two feet, but the height
of the water is much affected by the direction of the wind. The principal ports on or near the Gulf are New
Orleans in Louisiana, Mobile in Alabama, and Galveston in Texas. Tallahassee and Apalachicola, in Florida,
also carried on a brisk trade in cotton at the time of the secession. By far the best harbor is Pensacola Bay, in
Florida, near the Alabama line. The town was not at that time a place of much commerce, on account of
defective communication with the interior; but the depth of water, twenty-two feet, that could be carried over
the bar, and the secure spacious anchorage within made it of great value as a naval station. It had been so
used prior to the war, and, although falling at first into the hands of the Confederates, was shortly regained
by the Union forces, to whom, from its nearness to Mobile and the passes of the Mississippi, as well as from
its intrinsic advantages, it was of great importance throughout the contest
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From reader reviews:

Lucinda Brown:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you is you don't
know which you should start with. This The Gulf and Inland Waters: The Navy in the Civil War is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this
era.

Dennis Lewis:

The event that you get from The Gulf and Inland Waters: The Navy in the Civil War could be the more deep
you searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Gulf and Inland Waters: The Navy in the Civil War
giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood through anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book
also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this The Gulf and Inland Waters: The
Navy in the Civil War instantly.

Elizabeth McNeal:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Gulf and Inland Waters: The Navy in
the Civil War, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of
hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading
friends.

Cassandra Harvey:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the The Gulf and Inland Waters: The Navy in the Civil War when you essential it?
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